
 

GAME 4 POSTGAME QUOTES 

SCORE: LSU 6, Missouri 5 

LSU Head Coach Beth Torina 

(Opening Statement) 
"Missouri played a great game. They are always tough. They always bring it. Everybody in the SEC does. 
It's always a battle, and you saw how down to the wire it was. I hope everybody enjoyed the game. It 
was fun for the TV crew I think, but we had some kids really step up, especially these two young women 
sitting next to me who did a great job of capitalizing on some pitches and really led our offense. It was 
something we really needed to do - make a statement here in this tournament with our offense." 
  
(On if Carley Hoover is available to pitch) 
"I think every day that we stay in this tournament, she is closer to being ready. She has thrown some 
workouts and is feeling much much better. We are being very conservative so that she is 100 percent 
next week or is as (close to) 100 percent as she can be. I don't know if she is going to be 100 percent the 
rest of the year, but she is going to battle for us. There is no doubt in my mind. The longer we stay here, 
the better the chances are that you will see her while we are here. If not, you'll see her next week. And 
then I'm really confident in the rest of our staff. I'm extremely confident. You haven't seen much of our 
freshman, but she was outstanding at South Carolina and really answered the call there. I'm extremely 
confident in what she can do, and I will go to her without any reservation." 
 

(On whether she called four straight changeups during the game’s final at-bat) 
“Is that what you saw? Yes (smiles).” 
  
Reporter: “I don’t know that I’ve ever seen that before.” 
  
“Well, you don’t have Allie Walljasper. She’s special. It’s a special pitch, and she just steps up to the 
challenge with whatever I ask her to do. She’s a player that any coach would want to have. She’ll do 
anything that’s asked of her. It doesn’t matter what you ask her to do; she’s going to do it to the best of 
her ability. She’s special.” 
  
(On if speculation that Kentucky, Alabama and LSU are competing for two NCAA Regional host 
opportunities added importance to her team’s performance in this tournament) 
“Truthfully, I was as nervous about this game as I’ve been in a long time because I understood the 
implications. I don’t know that my team fully understands. There’s only so much that you want to let 



them in on. But I was pretty nervous about this game because I understood that it probably was the 
difference between us hosting and not hosting. I hope that this game is enough and the rest of the way 
we can breathe a little bit and relax—or I can; the team seems fine—but I hope that we can enjoy it a 
little more the rest of the way. I hope this game was enough. I think our team has played a top five or six 
strength of schedule in the country. We have almost 40 wins against it. I think we have a pretty solid 
resume. Sixth place in this league this year is pretty tough to do, so hopefully we’ll present a pretty solid 
resume to the committee on Sunday.” 
  
(How different is the Tennessee team LSU will face Thursday than the Tennessee team it faced in April 
in Baton Rouge) 
“I really have no idea. I was so focused on this game, honestly. I know they played a really tough, tough 
schedule down the stretch, and I know they played really well in it in some moments. (I’ve seen) them 
on TV, but haven’t really studied them. They won a big series against Texas A&M and played well down 
the stretch even against a really tough schedule. They are very talented, one of the best teams we’ve 
played all year without question, so we’ve got our work cut out for us. I know it will be a really tough 
atmosphere.” 
  
(On what LSU’s walk-off win in Baton Rouge—which snapped Tennessee’s 20-game win streak—
meant for her team) 
“Honestly, until you brought that up, I hadn’t thought about the fact that that ended their win streak. I 
thought we played really well against them. We competed with them at least throughout the entire 
series. Of course there are some things we’d like to have back and some things we could have done 
better. But we competed right with them for three games, so hopefully we can just show up and 
compete with them tomorrow. At this point, whoever gets the right break is the team that’s going to 
win. Hopefully, it’s the Tigers tomorrow.” 
 

LSU Senior Utility Sahvanna Jaquish 

(On if LSU won the game or if Missouri lost it) 

“They’re a really good team, they have a really good pitching staff, but I think that we scored when we 
needed to. We scored in key moments, and that’s what you need to do to win the game.” 

(On her grand slam to push the LSU lead to four runs) 

“I actually didn’t think it was out when I hit it. It didn’t feel like it hit the barrel, but I kind of muscled it 
through, so shout out to Mel (Melissa Moore Seal) for the weight room. My team really had energy for 
the whole game, so they just told me to keep swinging and really had good confidence in me, so I had to 
have some in myself.” 

(On playing Tennessee on Thursday in the quarterfinals) 

“It’s a really cool atmosphere playing here and we’re definitely coming in with some confidence. That’s 
what is so exciting about the SEC is that anyone can win at any time, so tune in.” 

 



LSU Freshman Infielder Sydney Springfield 

(On if LSU won the game or if Missouri lost it) 

“Every time we got challenged, we capitalized and we took the momentum back every time it was 
pushed to their side, and I think that was awesome. We played together really well tonight, and we had 
key hits and really played as a team tonight.” 

(On playing Tennessee on Thursday in the quarterfinals) 

“Just being a freshman and being in this atmosphere for the first time is awesome. When they came to 
our park, they brought high intensity, so we’re just excited to bring it against them at their home field 
and just have a great game against them.” 

 

Missouri Head Coach Ehren Earleywine 
(On his thoughts of the game) 
“I’m disappointed because I felt like we lost they game; they didn’t win it. We handed them a win, and 
that’s the frustrating part. We gave it to them. We gave up five and then a grand slam on a pitch that we 
didn’t call.” 
  
Missouri Freshman Shortstop Braxton Burnside 
(On nearly coming back at the end of the game) 
“Obviously, that was a very disappointing loss. We had all the opportunities in the world at the end of 
the game. We have to take that and roll into next week and the practices we have, and we are going to 
take that momentum and roll it into next week. We will take it on a positive note as much as we can. ” 
 
(On how they feel going into the NCAA Tournament) 
“It’s going to be hard for all 13 teams in the SEC to go into the tournament, but it’s one of the strongest 
conferences we have ever had. Every weekend is a battle. It’s going to be hard for the NCAA to not put 
all of the teams in there, but if they don’t, then they don’t. It’s great if they do. Hopefully, we are one of 
them.” 
  
Missouri Freshman Outfielder Cayla Kessinger 
(On nearly coming back at the end of the game) 
“It was definitely important for us to have a high energy and come back. We knew it wasn’t over. They 
can score all the runs they want to, but we knew it was about the fight that we have. We fought really 
hard in that last inning, but it just didn’t go in our favor.” 
 
(On how they feel going into the NCAA Tournament) 
“I feel pretty confident with our team and the people we have. It’s all about the fight. People are going 
to bring you down and pick you up. That’s what it’s all about. Going into the tournament, we have the 
momentum on our side because we know what it takes. We have the capabilities to succeed. We just 
have to fight to win it.” 
 


