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Q.    How are the week's preparations going? 

ED ORGERON:  Been awesome. Our team is prepared very well. A lot of respect for the Louisville 

football team and Coach Bobby Petrino, obviously the best player in the country, Lamar 

Jackson. We're excited to go. 

 

Q.    We met some of your players yesterday at Camping World Stadium, and they were proudly 

wearing their graduate patches on the uniforms. That must mean a lot to you. 

ED ORGERON:  Yes. It means a lot that our guys come to LSU. No. 1 priority is graduation.  No. 2 is 

winning championships. 

 

Q.   Hey, Coach, just curious. We've heard a lot about the bowl events and the off-the-field 

things that the players have gotten to do this week. How important is that as you implement your 

culture as the head coach for them to have some bonding time off the field? 

ED ORGERON:  I think it was important that we came here with a business-trip mindset and also 

to know that, when it was time to focus in on the task at hand, we did it. But also, I wanted to 

treat them as young men, give them some freedom to do the things that they want to do, come 

to Orlando, enjoy the fun things that they have here as a team. I believe as a team, when you 

go eat together, when you go to Disney World together, when you go to Universal together, it's 

just as important as practice that we bond together. Our guys have had a great week. You 

come to a different hotel, a different setting, you get closer together, and that's one of the 

themes of our team: One team, one heartbeat. 

 

Q.    Coach, now that they have been here, were they as excited to get here and experience all 

that Central Florida had to offer? I know we wore them out at the theme parks and a few places. 

ED ORGERON:  It was beautiful. I mean, the size of the hotels, the magnitude of Orlando, a lot of 

us have not been here, and the kindness of all the people, and the Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus 

Bowl has been amazing, the practice field at Celebration [High School], the food. As you know, 

those big boys need to eat, and they love the food, and we just had a great experience. 

 

Q.   Obviously, you want to win every game you play, but what are the positives you can take 

away from winning this game, moving forward? 

ED ORGERON:  Well, first of all, we would have beaten a very good football team. We want to 

always challenge ourselves to play against the best. So, we think that Louisville is one of the 

better football teams that we've played this year. They give us a lot of challenges, especially on 

the defensive side. Dave Aranda, who I think is the best defensive coordinator in college 

football, has worked very hard. I know he has an excellence plan, but it's hard to simulate the 

speed of Lamar Jackson. So, we're going to have to -- he's going to make some plays. But this 

puts us into recruiting. This puts us in the offseason with a positive mindset, and it sets the 

standard for LSU football, which is to win championships.  

 

Q.   Is everybody here that was on the roster for the last game, anybody be left home?  

Everybody intact? 

ED ORGERON:  Frank Herron didn't make it because of academics, and we're going to miss him, 

but it was just strictly because of academics. He'll be back with us in the spring, ready to go. 

 



Q.   Hey, Coach, is there anything you need to do to make sure you don't over prepare for 

Lamar Jackson so you don't get beat some other way? 

ED ORGERON:  We have not practiced every day that we could. I think we had 15 practices. We 

practiced 12, which we thought was very good. The idea was to keep the team fresh, ready to 

go. We did not talk about Lamar Jackson and the Heisman trophy and all that every day. We 

just went into our scheme, concentrated on us and our technique. Lindsey Scott, a young 

quarterback from Zachary, who's an excellent young man, has done a tremendous job of 

simulating him and he's made some plays on us, so we made it tough. But as we know, he's 

going to make some plays tomorrow. We just need to be patient. 

 

Q.   Coach, talk about what it means to you to be the head coach of LSU, being from Louisiana 

and how the players have reacted to this? 

ED ORGERON:  Well, it's been very gratifying. Again, this is not about me. This is about the Tiger 

family. This is about our football team and this is about all the people that were raised in 

Louisiana. And I think I'm a representative of those people from Shreveport all the way down to 

Louisville and Louisiana. I just feel a part of something special, very honored to be the head 

coach. I understand the standards of LSU and we're prepared to meet those standards. 

  

Q.   Ed, did you get to watch the Pittsburgh bowl game and also, Matt Canada, where was he 

at?  Do you know where he is right now, where we'll be tomorrow? 

ED ORGERON:  Yeah, I watched a little bit of it. We watched film. I think I turned it on at tight end 

and missed the ball in the end zone. That was the only play I got to see a little bit of that. But 

anyway, he's back with his family. We wanted to keep everything the same. We have a very 

positive energy on our staff right now. Matt just felt it was the best thing to just simply go home 

with his family and come to work after. Really, the only changes on our staff has been Carter 

Blount is in charge of special teams and Bobby April is a consultant with us. That's the only 

changes that we wanted on our staff. And our guys have done a great job of continuity. 

 

Q.   Does it feel any different to be going into a game coaching without the interim tag and, 

second, do you feel any -- I don't know, added pressure to, like, make a good impression now 

that it's a done deal? 

ED ORGERON:  Yeah. You know, that's a natural deal. It is a natural deal and those thoughts 

have come across my mind but I can't let it be a factor. I promised myself the No. 1 when I got 

the interim job, I was going to be the head coach at LSU. And there's nothing there's changed in 

my demeanor or what I've done, but I understand the magnitude and this isn't my first game 

and I'm going to be judged whether I win or lose. I understand that. But those pressures cannot 

affect the way I coach or the way our team plays. 

 

Q.   With all of those connections to LSU that you just talked about and now being the true head 

coach, what would a win mean to you and are you trying to push those feelings and thoughts to 

the back of your mind right now? 

ED ORGERON:  You know, we've done a good job. Obviously, there was a lot of things that 

could have distracted us this year and outside of our room. We had a saying that we're going to 

block out the noise and I asked the team to block out the noise and so I need to do that too. 

This is not about me being my first game. This is about our players. This is about our coaching 

staff. This is about the LSU family, going to play a good Louisville football team and wanting to 

win a game. That's all it's about. 

 

Q.   Coach, a lot of talk about Lamar Jackson, obviously.  Let's go to your offense.  How 

important is it for Darius Guice now that [Leonard] Fournette's gone to have a big game and 

really try to explore like you did at Texas A&M? 



ED ORGERON:  As we go back to the Texas A&M game, Darius had a tremendous game. He 

enjoys being the man -- the No. 1 man and deservedly so. He's a great back. He's a great young 

man. We're going to have to run the football. We're going to have to keep the ball away from 

their offense and do a good job of clock management and he's going to be a big part of it. 

 

Q.   Do you feel like to win this game, it could be a game of keep away with the offense? 

ED ORGERON:  No, no. Uh-uh. We're going to do what we need to do, but there will be some 

times, as in any ball game, when your defense is on the field for a long time, we may have to 

stall the drives, run the clock, milk the clock out a little bit, run the football for our defense to 

catch their breath. 

 

Q.   Coach, follow up on Darius Guice.  Does his running style lead you to use different blocking 

schemes or different strategies than would with Leonard Fournette? 

ED ORGERON:  You bring up a good point.  With Leonard, Leonard was best when he cleared 

the line. And if you could get Leonard free through a line of scrimmage, he was gone. Darius 

can make you miss. Darius can run more of a zone running scheme. He has a tremendous cut 

from left to right. It's obviously on film. He's a different runner than Leonard.  He does different 

things and we do have a different game plan for Leonard -- for Leonard and for Darius. 

 

Q.   Coach, speaking of the running backs, it seems like Nick Brossettee, when you gave him a 

chance, he did some good things.  Now kind of entering his junior year, so to speak.  What kind 

of career could he have moving forward do you think? 

ED ORGERON:  Well, I believe that Nick is going to compete for a lot of playing time. As you 

know, we rotate our backs. Darrel Williams will play a lot. Hopefully, we can see Nick Brossettee.  

He's had a tremendous bowl practice. A lot of young guys have gotten better, which is one of 

the targets that we try to do. I think Nick Brossettee is going to be an excellent running back at 

LSU. He's waited his time. He's ready. 

 

Q.   Bobby Petrino's been at several different stops.  Is he just an example of a guy who if you 

can call plays, you can get an offense?  There will always be a place for you in college football? 

ED ORGERON:  Well, I don't know that. I don't make those decisions. But I will tell you this, he's an 

excellent football coach. He has earned the respect of everybody around the country, the type 

of football coach he is. He always has winning teams. He always has tough teams. He's won 

everywhere he's been. He's a winner.  

 

Q.   Coach, a lot is said about Lamar Jackson, obviously, but can you talk about their defense 

and what you've seen with what they do on defense? 

ED ORGERON:  First of all, I have the utmost respect for Todd Grantham. He's a friend of mine. 

He's a former defensive line coach, like I am. We've known each other throughout our career. 

He brings a lot of passion, a lot of energy. I believe they're the 12th ranked defense in the nation. 

They're really aggressive. They force you to do some things. They force you to do some things 

that are outside the box. He's going to show something and do something else different. They 

have a lot of speed, a lot of athletes on their team. He's very well -- he's a game caller. They're 

very well coached on defense. I like their defensive line. They're tough, physical and aggressive. 

 

Q.   Coach, a lot of speculation about your quarterback moving forward next year. Do you build 

for the future with the young guy? What does this game, as far as importance, rank for Danny 

[Etling] and moving forward? 

ED ORGERON:  It has nothing to do with it, you know, nothing, because he's been coached by 

Steve [Ensminger], and Steve's done a tremendous job for us. I love him to death. Danny has 

done a really good for job for us. And what's going to happen, like I said before, Matt's going to 

come in, going to evaluate all the quarterbacks. The thing I like about Matt Canada is that he 



adjusts to the specific personnel that we have on the team. So that's going to be his job to figure 

out the best quarterback and the best offense we can be in. 

 

Q.   A guy like Tre'Davious White playing in his last game, with everything that he's been through 

in his LSU career, what are you expecting to see from him, and what do you want him to do in 

terms of a leadership standpoint? 

ED ORGERON:  Well, Tre'Davious White, number one, has been a great team guy. He's fun to be 

around. I love him. He would be somebody that, if he was my son, I would be very proud of. He's 

going to have an excellent career in the NFL. He wants to go out a winner. We're going to have 

to do a great job in coverage. Lamar Jackson can throw the ball very well. He's just not a runner. 

He can beat you with his feet and his arm. They have very good receivers. We're going to have 

to lock them down. He's going to have to have a good time. Also, he's our punt returner. We 

have to gain some positive yards and take care of that football. 

 

Q.   Coach, with Kendell Beckwith out, I know that's a big miss, senior leadership and obviously a 

physical presence on defense, how much of a factor do you want Donnie Alexander to be or 

maybe some other positions that can help fill that void without Beckwith there? 

ED ORGERON:  Donnie Alexander has done a good job for us, and Dave [Aranda] has done a 

tremendous job preparing him for the things that we're going to see. Obviously, the speed of the 

game is going to test us. And their offense, if you do one thing, they're going to do another. We 

are going to need to be prepared for it, but I do believe that's one of Dave Aranda's strengths. 

And also Devin White, those guys are doing to have to show up and play. We do have a deficit 

at linebacker. Kendell Beckwith was a great linebacker for us. 

 

Q.   To you try to utilize maybe the defensive backs more to match that speed? 

ED ORGERON:  Watch the game tomorrow.  

  

Q.   Ed, Jamal [Adams] seems pretty pumped about this when he's facing a guy like Lamar 

Jackson.  What are you expecting from just that match up, you know, a safety like Jamal and 

then a quarterback like Lamar? 

ED ORGERON:  Here's the deal with Lamar Jackson, once he gets in the space, he can go 60 in 

a heartbeat. We're going to have to make tackles. We're going to have to game tackle him. 

We're going to have to do a good job of tackling that space. Although Jamal Adams is one of 

the biggest safeties in the country, he's very flexible. He's a great tackler in the space. I expect 

him to have a bunch of plays tomorrow on Lamar Jackson for us to be successful. 

 

 


