
 

 

2016 Florida Football Postgame Notes 
Florida 16, LSU 10 

November 19, 2016 
 

SEC Eastern Division Champs 

 With today’s win, Florida clinched its second-straight SEC Eastern Division Title.  

o UF has won back-to-back Eastern Division Titles for the first time since 2008 and 2009, which marked the end of Tim 

Tebow’s run in Gainesville. 

 Jim McElwain is the first coach in league history to reach the SEC Championship in his first two seasons as a head coach. Only 

McElwain, former LSU coach Les Miles (2005) and Auburn’s Gus Malzhan (2013) reached the title game in their first season. 

 This will be Florida’s SEC record 12th time in the SEC Championship game. 

o Alabama is second in the conference with 11 appearances.  

 Florida clinched the SEC East on the road for the first time since 2009. 

o A season ago, UF clinched its SEC East crown at home, which marked the first time the Gators accomplished that since 

Nov. 11, 2000, a 41-21 win over South Carolina. 

 

SEC Championship Game – Florida vs. Alabama 

 Florida and Alabama will meet in Atlanta on Saturday, Dec. 3 in the SEC Championship Game for the second-straight season and 

the ninth time since the game was instituted in 1992. Florida and Alabama are 4-4 in those eight previous encounters. 

 McElwain, no stranger to SEC Championship Games, will be coaching in his fourth one, as he was Alabama’s offensive 

coordinator for its 2008 squad that reached the league title contest, and its 2009 staff that won it.  

 Not only has UF won six football SEC Championships in the Georgia Dome, including 2008’s 31-20 win over Alabama, but the 

Florida men’s basketball team won the SEC Basketball Tournament there in 2005, 2007 and 2014. 

 Overall, the Gators are 9-10 in domed stadiums, including a 5-4 mark in the Georgia Dome.  

 

Familiar with Death Valley 

 In a rare situation with the same away game in back-to-back years, 30 of the 48 guys who played in last year’s UF-LSU game in 

Baton Rouge are on Florida’s 2016 roster, including 11 players who started in last year’s game in Death Valley. 

o Returning players who started last year in Baton Rouge: 

   Antonio Callaway 

  David Sharpe 

  Martez Ivey 

  DeAndre Goolsby 

  Caleb Brantley 

  Nick Washington 

  Quincy Wilson 

Cam Dillard ** 

  Bryan Cox ** 

  Jarrad Davis ** 

  Marcus Maye ** 

   ** denotes that he did not play in Saturday’s game due to injury 

 

Florida-LSU Notes  

 Saturday’s game was the makeup of the postponement between the Gators and Tigers from Oct. 8 due to Hurricane Matthew.  

o This was Florida’s first postponed game since 2001, when a delayed game between Florida and Tennessee ended up 

deciding the SEC East was moved to the date of the SEC Championship due to the Sept. 11 attacks. That season, the 

SEC Championship game was pushed back one week.  

 Saturday’s game marked the first time since 2000 that Florida and LSU have had a kickoff time at 1 p.m. or earlier since these two 

teams had a 12:30 p.m. kickoff in 2000. 

o LSU is now 34-26-3 since 1960 in home games during the day (.573 winning percentage vs. .783 at night).  

 Following today’s win, Florida snapped LSU’s three-game winning streak in this storied rivalry and UF recorded its first win at Tiger 

Stadium since 2009.  

o In addition, Saturday marked Florida’s first-ever win as the AP-ranked No. 21 team in the country. Previously 0-1, that was 

the only AP ranking UF had never won at as a team. 

 

Team Notes 

 Florida committed only one penalty for five yards which ties the fewest penalties committed in a game. 

o This has only occurred four times now in program history. 



 
 New Mexico (2015), Florida State (1977), Miami (1977) 

 
Florida Offense 

 Austin Appleby’s 98-yard touchdown pass to Tyrie Cleveland with 8:57 left in the 3rd quarter ranks as the second longest 

touchdown passing play in UF history. 

o The longest was a 99-yard touchdown pass from Cris Collinsworth to Derrick Gaffney against Rice in 1977. 

o However, it does stand as the longest touchdown passing play against an SEC opponent as it surpasses the 96-yard 

touchdown pass Kerwin Bell completed to Ricky Nattiel against Georgia in 1984. 

o Cleveland’s reception stands as the longest play by a true freshman in UF history. 

 Following 22 carries for 108 yards on Saturday, sophomore running back Jordan Scarlett needs just 94 rushing yards to eclipse 1,000 

for his career. 

o His 108 rushing yards today is his third 100+ yard performance over the last five games. 

 Kicker Eddy Pineiro connected on three field goals in the game on distances of 36, 26 & 34 yards for nine of Florida’s 16 points. 

 

Florida Defense 

 LSU completed just 14 of 25 passes for 204 yards for zero touchdowns on Saturday.  

o Florida entered the game on Saturday with a 43.5 completion percentage against, which the lowest in the FBS. 

 Florida entered Saturday ranked fifth in the country in rushing yards allowed per game allowed (111.7), while LSU entered 

Saturday 21st in the country and third in the SEC in rushing offense (233.6). 

o On Saturday, LSU totaled 219 yards. 

 Leonard Fournette and Derrius Guice are a formidable one-two combination. Fournette entered Saturday’s 

game averaging 133.8 yards per game, while Guice is totaling an average 97.9 yards per contest.  

 On Saturday, Fournette rushed for 40 yards while Guice tallied 83 yards and LSUs only touchdown.  

 Kylan Johnson recovered his first career fumble recovery after Caleb Brantley forced a Derrius Guice fumble at the UF 12 yard line 

with 7:34 left in the second quarter. 

 Vosean Joseph recorded his first career fumble recovery during a kickoff in the 4th quarter with 4:29 remaining. 

 Marcell Harris tallied a career-high 11 tackles in the game which eclipsed his previous career high of seven (11/12 vs. South 

Carolina) just last week. 

 David Reese also tallied a career-high 12 tackles to lead Florida on the day which surpasses his previous career-high of 11 (11/12 

vs. South Carolina) just last week. 

 The Florida defense limited LSU to just three points in three drives inside the UF 10 yard line in the second half. 

o The other two possessions resulted in turnover on downs at the UF 2 yard line (3rd quarter) and at the UF 1 yard line (4th 

quarter) 

Big Plays 

 Teez Tabor: 31-yard kickoff return, 1st quarter 

o First career kickoff return. 

 Austin Appleby: 98-yard touchdown pass to Tyrie Cleveland, 3rd quarter 

 Jordan Scarlett: 12-yard run, 3rd quarter 

 Lamical Perine: 22-yard run, 4th quarter 

 

Other 

 Florida Game Captains: Martez Ivey, C’yontai Lewis, Quincy Wilson, Caleb Brantley 

 Florida wins the opening coin toss and elected to receive; LSU chose to defend the north end zone  

 


