
LSU vs. Texas A&M  
November 28, 2015 
 
LSU VICE CHANCELLOR AND DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS JOE ALLEVA 
 
Opening Statement… 
 
“Obviously there has been quite a bit of speculation these past few days about the future of our 
football coach and our football program. I made it very clear that my policy is to wait until the 
end of the season. Obviously it is the end of the regular season right now. The season is complete, 
and I want to make it very clear and positive that Les Miles is our football coach and he will 
continue to be our football coach. I am looking forward to working with Coach Miles as he leads 
this team to a bowl game and another great recruiting class. Les and I have talked. We have 
talked about this program, and we are committed together to work and compete at the highest 
level. I frankly don’t have much more to say than that. I am very pleased with tonight’s outcome, 
and I am very pleased Coach Miles is our coach. We will go forward together and win 
championships here at LSU.” 
 
HEAD COACH LES MILES  
 
Opening Statement… 
 
“I have to be very honest with you. My family knows this. I am very motivated by my team and 
my family. I had very little trouble putting the distraction that was the perimeter away. I have no 
problem doing that because of my family and frankly the people I work with in our building. I 
control their schedule and thought process. We just forged ahead. King F. Alexander made a 
comment to me. He said, ‘I really wanted that for the seniors.’ I wanted it for the seniors too. It’s 
the right thing. We are a pretty talented football team. We seemed to undershoot our mark this 
year. I agree with Joe. This is a team that should be playing for championships. This is something 
Joe wants to work towards fully. I am right with him. It’s not enough to win occasionally. You 
have to win all the time, and I get that. The reason I came here is because the expectations are so 
high. I just love going into that stadium with 103,000 people that, in fact, believe you should kick 
someone’s behind. Frankly, that’s what we think too. The game itself was an imperfect fistfight. 
The guy who delivered our body blows was Leonard Fournette. Sometime, maybe Monday or 
Tuesday, I brought to the office the want to see where Leonard Fournette was in his single season 
rushing measure. I wanted to see how he measured up to the other great backs that were LSU’s 
single-season rushing leaders. We found that he was around 108 yards away. That’s why I first 
presented it to Leonard because he is a team guy. He would never want to supersede a team goal. 
The team goal is to win the game. I presented it exactly that way to Leonard. I also said to him as 
a sidepiece, our football team wants you to win this. We want you to have that record because of 
how you play, who you have been and how selfless you are as a teammate here. We want this for 
you. He said, ‘well ok.’ I took it up with the unity council and the team once. I think that is a nice 
piece to have. A group of men turn and selflessly say, ‘ok Leonard let’s see if we can get this 
done.’ He ran hard. I don’t know if he ran harder tonight than any other time. Derrius Guice had a 
big play. He went down the sideline and made a great kick return. We were imperfect offensively. 
We weren’t as good as we should have been. We could have scored power points, and those are 
the things we have to fix. It was a nice night. Victory is always enjoyed, especially when it comes 
a couple weeks late. It’s nice to be the head coach of LSU. I am proud to be associated with a 
great institution, my colleagues, my coaches, my players and the president and athletic director. 
It’s a joy. It’s nice for them to come say to me, ‘hey the job you’ve been doing, you can still do 
it.’ I like that.”  
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LSU OFFENSIVE PLAYER QUOTES 
 
RB Leonard Fournette  
 
On breaking the single season rushing record… 
“I just want to thank God, and all my O-Line. Each and every day at practice they’re 
giving it 100 percent—with me and for me. I appreciate them.” 
 
On last few weeks… 
“It’s been hard—not just about Coach (Les) Miles, but when you lose three. We had a 
talk, and for some people it wasn’t easy for them. It’s hard to deal with, but that… that’s 
character. Instead of us pointing fingers, you try to fix it. That’s what I have to say about 
this team. I can say, it’s been one of the longest few weeks of my life. It was hard for 
everybody. As a team we prayed together to find answers to why it happened like that, 
but God does everything for a reason. He doesn’t make mistakes.” 
 
WR Malachi Dupre 
 
On Coach Miles… 
“The players love him as our coach. I love him as my coach. He’s been a great coach 
since before we’ve been here. He’s built a legacy here. I know for myself and my 
teammates that we love him a lot, and we made that known before the game and 
afterwards.” 
 
On rumors affecting team performance… 
“I don’t want to say that it affected the team. We played very flat the last few weeks. We 
let a lot of mental mistakes hinder our performance, but we got that cleaned up for the 
most part tonight. We let Texas A&M make the mistakes that we made the last few 
weeks—like the turnovers and the penalties. I don’t want to say that we let all the 
speculation hinder our performance because if that was the case, tonight we would’ve 
played worse than ever because all the rumors were really intense this week. We just used 
it as a rally and let that help our performance tonight. ” 
 
OL Vadal Alexander 
 
On this week’s performance… 
“It’s something that I kind of expected. He’s a great man, he’s a great coach. We came 
back this week—got our minds together, got our game plan right, worked our butts off, 
and we accomplished what we needed to accomplish this week. And that’s to win. 
 
On Coach Miles… 
“It’s something that we wanted to do to express our love and support for Coach Miles. 
He’s a great man. He deserves all the support from this team. He’s the reason we’re all 
here, he’s the reason we’re as good as we are, and we love him.” 
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LSU DEFENSIVE PLAYER QUOTES 
 
DT Christian LaCouture  
 
On snapping the three-game losing skid … 
 
“It left a bad taste in our mouth. (Coach Miles) deserved it. We love him to death. We 
thought as a team that he deserved the win.” 
 
On the team’s feelings about head coach Les Miles… 
 
“Let’s make one thing clear. The chain of command starts with Coach Miles. That’s how 
we think of it. That’s how this team thinks of it. We wouldn’t want anyone else there.” 
 
On the overall defensive performance… 
 
“I was hearing during the week that people were saying it’s going to start in the trenches. 
We kind of took that and wanted to make sure that it started with us. The outcome, we 
thought, would start in the trenches. If we won, the trenches would win. I think we 
showed that tonight. It was a great football team we played. We wanted to come out here 
and make sure that we limited those big plays. Give credit to them, but we wanted to 
come in here, and we wanted to get a win. We needed it, we wanted it and we got it.” 
 
DE Lewis Neal 
 
On Coach Les Miles staying… 
 
“I already had a feeling he was. There’s a reason why Joe Alleva and everyone didn’t say 
anything. He’s not going anywhere. You know what I’m saying. I had a feeling. I just 
prayed because that’s the coach that took me from my hometown and gave me an 
opportunity to change my life. I’m going to have my coach’s back, regardless, because if 
it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t be where I’m at now and doing the things that I’m doing 
now. It was a great game.” 
 
On if the game showed a defensive victory… 
 
“We were on the quarterback at all times. We kept affecting him and making big plays. 
All of those turnovers are big, and we need those to be a dominant defense. We just kept 
making plays. Everybody was hustling and giving it their all. That’s what it’s going to 
take.” 
 
CB Tre’Davious White 
 
On taking the leadership role this week… 
 
“We never doubted that Coach Miles was not going to be our coach. We weren’t worried 
about that. We took the same approach every week that we take and continue to prepare 
well.” 



On the defensive rebound this week… 
 
“It was just getting back to communicating and playing LSU football. I feel like we did a 
great job doing it.” 
 
On freshman Donte Jackson… 
 
“He’s a playmaker. He’s always been. He’s come a long way from learning the whole 
defense and learning everything that everyone is supposed to do. It’s not a surprise that 
he had the success that he had.” 
 
LB Deion Jones 
 
On his final game in Tiger Stadium… 
 
“I wanted to play for the guys who have been with me all of these weeks. I wanted to lay 
it all out on the line for them.” 
 
On Leonard Fournette breaking the single-season rushing record… 
 
“It’s amazing. I’m always rooting for him. I think he really deserves it with all of the hard 
work. He’s a good back. He deserves it.” 


