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TEXAS A&M HEAD COACH KEVIN SUMLIN 
 
 
On mistakes on special teams … 
 
“It has been very rare. We gave them the first down because we went and tried to block it 
and just missed it and that’s a gamble, that’s my fault. You could have easily just said 
let’s return it. We were trying to get something going there in the red zone and we made 
the call to go for the block. We had great effort but gave them the ball there. We also 
gave up big returns which we hadn’t done all year so, there were some things that were 
uncharacteristic of us, eleven penalties which were uncharacteristic of us and some 
composer issues out of some guys that were concerning. We just talked about that in the 
locker room and going forward. Our defense hung in there as long as they could. We’ve 
got to be able to score points and help them and to give them some confidence and even 
at the end of the game we called some time outs and got the ball back. Our guys have 
given great effort all year but the three things we talk about are play hard, play smart and 
be physical. We didn’t play very smart tonight and in a game like that, with the emotion 
of senior night and everything that’s going on here, you can’t make the mistakes we made 
tonight and expect to win.” 
 
On not playing next week … 
 
“Actually I’ll be out with home visits tomorrow night. We are leaving to go recruiting. 
I’ll be out recruiting starting tomorrow night. Our guys, we talk to them about their 
schedule for over the next couple of weeks. We won’t find out who or where we are 
playing until we week from Sunday so at that point we will turn our focus to that game as 
we always do with a bowl game and that’s how we’ve treated it in the past. That will be 
the end point for our seniors and the beginning of next year. We can’t let this linger but 
how we approach this next game is going to be important from a team standpoint, from a 
coaching standpoint, from everything. We will see where we are and after sitting down 
and be able to look at it in depth and at our season as a whole, we will see what we need 
to do to try to get better.”  
 
On Coach John Chavis … 
 
“It was an emotional game for him. You can’t spend that much time in any one place and 
not have feelings. You can’t spend that time with people. There’s that part of it and 
there’s the human element that’s involved too. Certainly there are a lot of people here in 
Baton Rouge that he’s close to and a lot of people at LSU that he’s close to and it’s 
nothing that he verbalized all week about anything more than that but from being around 
him you know that.” 
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TEXAS A&M Offensive Player quotes 
 
OL Germain Ifedi 
 
On the offensive output… 
 
“This one is really tough. It’s not a great feeling. It’s a feeling throughout the whole 
locker room that we let one slip away. We had a lot of opportunities that we let get away 
from us. Everything was there, we just didn’t execute.” 
 
On bad field position to start drives… 
 
“Their special teams did a great job holding us to some difficult field positions. Even 
with that, I felt like we moved the ball pretty effectively at times. At certain points we 
just stalled and didn’t execute.” 
 
On his personal foul after a holding call… 
 
“That was the first drive. I can’t let myself get out of hand like that. I’m the team captain, 
and they see me doing that. That’s unacceptable on my part. The call is what it is. I can’t 
let myself get out of hand and lose composure.” 
 
On rebounding from the loss…  
 
“It’s tough. The best way to get over a tough loss is to get back to work and figure out the 
things that caused the loss. We had a lot of opportunities that we let get away.” 
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TEXAS A&M DEFENSIVE PLAYER QUOTES 
 
DL Julien Obioha 
 
On keeping LSU in check in the first half… 
 
“I think we came out and Coach (John) Chavis had a great game plan, and we executed it 
for the most part. I think we did a good job at containing Leonard Fournette. I don’t think 
he had too many yards today. He has had games with 200 or 250 yards, so I think we did 
a good job of containing him.” 
 
On ending the season on a bad note… 
 
“I just know how bad Coach Chavis wanted this. I think me and him have a similar 
outlook on things. He didn’t really show the defense, but you could tell after the game 
how bad he wanted it. I feel bad, we didn’t play well enough for him.” 
 
On the troubles in special teams… 
 
“I don’t think it’s as much special teams as it is taking care of the football. Coach (Kevin) 
Sumlin always talks about taking care of the ball. We didn’t do a good job of taking care 
of the football, and LSU did a great job of taking it away.” 
 
DL Myles Garrett 
 
On how bad Coach Chavis wanted to win… 
 
“He didn’t really vocalize it, but we knew he wanted to win it. This was his last team, his 
home team, and we just wanted to do it for him.” 
 
On ending the regular season with a loss… 
 
“It’s always tough to sit with a loss, whether it is for a bowl game or for anything else.” 
 
On what Leonard Fournette was able to do in the second half… 
 
“I do not think he did anything differently. He’s a great player. He is going to find holes 
and adjust. That's what you have to do if you want to be good in this league, you have to 
adjust and adapt to situations.” 


