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Postgame Quotes 
 
Syracuse head coach Scott Shafer 
Opening statement 
“At this point with the loss, I’d like to just start out by saying thanks to our community and fans for 
coming out today. I really appreciated the support. Our players really appreciated the support and it was 
a lot of fun.” 
 
“Felt like a good college football opportunity for us to go out there and give them hell. I thought the kids 
did. I like the effort by our players. Just too many big plays and a very good football team at LSU. I felt 
the effort was really good.”  
 
“I thought that our young quarterback started out at depth chart fifth team this summer and he really 
worked himself up. First half I think he was jittery, I think he’ll tell you the same, and then I thought the 
settled down and made some nice football plays. Brisly did some nice things today with a couple 
hundred yards in returns. Riley kicked the ball well with a 45-yard average, which is pretty good. Little 
guy over here, we call him Giant, Cordy had eight tackles, two tackles for loss, and a sack. Good job, 
proud of him. There were others and I hate to forget anything.”  
 
“At the end of the day we didn’t win a game, we wanted to make it a fourth-quarter game. It felt like if 
we could get it to the fourth quarter and then get our 12th man, the crowd involved, we’d have a shot. 
We were just about there. Couple plays here and there is the difference. We are anxious to get back on 
the field. Right now we’ve got South Florida. We have a bye week and then South Florida. The kids are 
anxious to do that. I’m anxious so we’ll get back to work here, review the film tomorrow, and then get 
to work on South Florida.” 
 
On why he is disappointed 
“We could have played a lot better. We left a lot of plays on the football field. We were good enough to 
beat this team. This is a very good football team. We can beat them. I’ve been a part of beating teams 
that you weren’t supposed to have a chance to beat. We could have beat this team. Our guys are going 
to know it even more. It will be a little painful tomorrow when we watch the film because they’re going 
to realize just how close we were. A little play here, a little play there, that’s how you win those games. 
You need the ball to bounce your way a little bit, but for me the difference is I expect us to win some of 
these games. I want our fans to come to this dome when we play teams like this to expect us to make 
them fourth-quarter games and be part of a big celebration when we beat someone we’re not supposed 
to. We owe that to our fans. It’s what we want. It’s what we work hard to do. We’ll get there.” 
 
On the defensive effort 
“The defensive effort was really good. I liked the effort. I thought we tried to be physical. Fournette is a 
great football player. I think they got the one, not to call it lucky but it was. I think we had the 
quarterback netted up pretty well and he flicked it back to him. I was really disappointed in that one. 
Then he split us for a couple. All it takes is one guy out of his gap and another guy not fitting and 
replacing for a great football player like him to make a big play and he did. He’s a very good player but I  
 



 
 
thought our effort was good. We’ve just got to eliminate those big plays. If you want to win these games 
then you’ve got to survive the big play opportunities and we didn’t do that today.” 
 
Syracuse safety Antwan Cordy 
On the game 
“We went in with confidence against LSU, but now we see that we can hang with any team.” 
 
On the secondary 
“It was good, we have to eliminate passes by watching film and learning technique.” 
 
Syracuse linebacker Zaire Franklin 
On the game 
“Me personally, I’m not a moral victory type of person. At the same time, coming into the game, we 
knew how great of a team LSU was. How great of a running back Fournette is. At the same time, like 
Coach Shafer said, we believe we can beat any team on any given day. I feel like that’s how college 
football is, anybody can be beat on any day.” 
 
“Heading into the bye week, then against South Florida, we just need to focus on the little things. I feel 
like we were really close today, and we’re close to what we want to be as a team.” 
 
On LSU running back Leonard Fournette 
“We knew how good Fournette was. We knew he was legit. We knew he was going to break a run, that’s 
not a big deal, but just tackle him. Make him earn every touchdown that he gets, don’t ever give him 
anything easy. I think we accomplished that, I think he earned everything that he got. “ 
 
“He’s very explosive. His vision is up there. He’s able to read his line, and hit it full speed.” 
 
Syracuse quarterback Zack Mahoney   
On the first half 
 “There were some nerves in the first half and those nerves kind of messed up my motion a little bit. I 
reverted back to old habits. I was not nearly as consistent as I should be. I missed a lot of open throws 
and I just wish I could get those back.” 
 
On his performance 
“I feel like I played okay. Not nearly as well as I can and should. Like I said, I missed a lot of open throws 
in the beginning. I felt like as the game went on, I progressed with a lot of things. I’m just hoping I can 
improve every day.” 
 
On offensive coordinator Tim Lester’s offense 
“Coach Lester’s scheme is amazing. He has so many moving parts, it just messes with the defense so 
much. You just never know what can happen the next play. One minute, the plays called for the right, 
but it can easily move back the left. Just with how many options Coach Lester has, it really helps us out.” 
 


