
 

2012 Florida Football Postgame Notes 
Florida 14, LSU 6 
October 6, 2012 

 
Team Notes 
 Florida served LSU its first loss of the season with the 14-6 victory Saturday. The Gators improved to 5-0 for the first 

time since 2009  
 For head coach Will Muschamp, Saturday’s win marked his first over a top-five team as head coach at Florida. 

Muschamp now has two wins over ranked teams after defeating then-No. 23 Tennessee and No. 3 LSU 
 Florida maintained its clean fourth-quarter slate, having now outscored its opponents 41-0 in the 4th quarter as 

the only FBS team this year that hasn't allowed a point in the fourth quarter 
 Florida has additionally outscored its opponents, 78-13, in the second half this season 
 The Gators improved to 3-0 in 2012 when trailing at the half. In those three games (Texas A&M, Tennessee, LSU), 

Florida has outscored the opponent 51-6 in the second half 
 Sophomore quarterback Jeff Driskel had at least one rush that gained 20 yards or more in Florida’s first three 

games this season and followed that with a long 17-yard advance against the Tigers 
 After accumulating just 47 yards of total offense in the first half, the Gators racked up 127 yards in the third quarter 

alone, maintaining possession of the ball for 11:27, compared to LSU’s 3:33. Florida finished the evening with 237, 
including 61 yards through the air and 176 on the ground –146 of those from senior running back Mike Gillislee 

 Florida ran 25-straight rushing plays to end the game, starting with Gillislee’s third-quarter score with 5:15 
remaining in the third quarter through the end of the game 

 Sophomore punter Kyle Christy pinned LSU inside the 10-yard line on three of his four punts in the first half, 
including a season-long 61-yarder in the first quarter. Christy also booted 51, 53 and 57-yarders Saturday 
afternoon and now owns 15 total 50-yard field goals in his Gator career, including two over 60 (61 vs. LSU 2012; 67 
vs. Auburn 2011). Christy’s four 50-yarders against the Tigers marked a career high – he also has two other games 
in his career with three 50-yarders – last against Tennessee 

 Junior defensive back Jaylen Watkins picked off LSU quarterback Zach Mettenberger with 13:15 on the clock in 
the second quarter for his second-consecutive game with an interception and bringing his career total to three 

 The Florida defense has rallied for at least one interception in every game thus far in 2012, with a season-best 
three against Kentucky two weeks ago 

 Florida’s defense rallied to limit LSU to 0-for-7 on third downs in the first half of play. The Tigers finished the evening 
1-for-13 and converted for the first time on third down with approximately 11:30 remaining in the fourth quarter 

 Gillislee found the end zone for UF’s first touchdown of the day on a 12-yard scamper that took Florida up, 7-6, 
with 5:15 remaining in the third quarter 

 Gillislee then punched in a 12-yard run with 13:18 on the clock for his second touchdown of the day, seventh of 
the season on the ground and 17th of his career. For Gillislee, the game versus LSU marked his third game this 
season with at least two touchdowns 

 Gillislee rushed for 146 total yards, the third time this season and in his career that he eclipsed the 100-yard mark 
 The last time LSU allowed an individual from the opposing team to rush for 100 or more yards was Jan. 7, 2011, in 

the Cotton Bowl when Texas A&M’s Cyrus Gray tallied 100 
 Gillislee’s 146 yards were the most for an individual versus LSU since Arkansas’ Knile Davis ran for 152 against the 

Tigers on Nov. 27, 2010 
 The 34 carries for Gillislee Saturday marked a career high, while his 146 total yards rushing were two yards shy of 

career high 148 (both established last against Bowling Green)  
 Gillislee’s 146 yards were the most for a Gator on the ground against LSU since 1996, and the most since Jeff 

Demps racked up 129 against the Tigers in 2008 
 Florida big plays on the day 

 J. Driskel 10-yard rush 1st quarter 
 J. Driskel 17-yard rush 2nd quarter 
 J. Driskel 10-yard rush 2nd quarter 
 O. Hines 14-yard rush 3rd quarter 
 M. Gillislee 12-yard rush 3rd quarter 
 M. Gillislee 10-yard rush 3rd quarter 
 M. Gillislee 12-yard rush 4th quarter 
 M. Gillislee 10-yard rush 4th quarter 

 Junior defensive back Matt Elam led the Florida defense on the day, racking up seven tackles to lead the Gators, 
while also forcing a fumble that led to Florida’s second score of the day 



 
 

 Florida’s defense held LSU to 200 yards of total offense, its lowest output this season, while also preventing LSU 
from scoring a touchdown for the first time this season – last accomplished when Alabama held the Tigers 
scoreless in the national championship with just 92 yards of total offense 

 Four different Gators recorded a sack for a total loss of 19 yards, including Jon Bostic, Josh Evans, Lerentee 
McCray and Damien Jacobs all with one sack apiece 

 After LSU ran 10 plays on the first drive of the game, Florida held the Tigers to three plays or less on seven of their 
final 11 drives 

 Overall, UF is 45-27 against the SEC West, and has outscored West opponents 2,014-1,431 
 Florida’s victory snapped LSU’s seven-game win streak against SEC Eastern Division, along with the Tigers’ nation-

leading 18-game regular-season win streak 
 In research dating back to 1996, Florida’s 61 passing yards mark the lowest single-game output, while marking the 

fourth time under 100 yards. The Gator victory was Florida’s second during that span with under 100 passing yards 
(96 yards vs. Tennessee Sept. 20, 2008; 30-6 win) 

 
 
Other 
 This afternoon’s attendance: 90,824 (sixth-largest all-time) 
 Game Captains: Senior Jonathan Bostic (LB), sophomore Hunter Joyer (RB) and juniors Jon Halapio (OL) and 

Sharrif Floyd (DL) 
 Weather at Kickoff: 86 degrees, calm and partly cloudy with humidity at 63 percent  
 A total of 12 former Gators were on the sideline Saturday for UF’s showdown with LSU: Steve Tannen (CB, 1967-69), 

Carl Johnson (OL, 2006-10), Ahmad Black (CB/S, 2007-10), Keiwan Ratliff (CB, 2000-03), David Nelson (WR, 2005-
09), John L. Williams (FB, 1982-85), Jeff Chandler (K, 1998-01), Tom Wiegmann (LB, 1980-82), Doug Drew (LB, 1981-
83), Dorian Munroe (S, 2005-09), Kestahn Moore (RB, 2005-08), Sorola Palmer (WR, 1992-95) 

 At the first timeout in the first quarter, the Gators honored former UF football player and recently retired Executive 
Director of Gator Boosters, John James. Under James’ watch for the last 26 years, Gator Boosters, Inc., raised over 
$487 million dollars as one of the top college athletic fundraising arms in the nation 

 At the second timeout of the first quarter, Steve Tannen was presented as UF’s selection for the 2012 SEC Football 
Living Legend 

 Between the first and second quarters of Saturday’s game, the Florida men’s track and field team was honored 
for its 2012 NCAA Indoor and Outdoor National Championships. Florida is one of three programs in NCAA history 
to win three consecutive indoor titles, while the outdoor championship was the first in program history 

 At halftime of the UF vs. LSU game, Florida’s 10-year Bull Gators were honored 
 Also at halftime, 24 of Florida’s 38 London 2012 Gator Olympians were honored. TRACK & FIELD: Genevieve 

LaCaze (Australia), Kemal Mesic (Bosnia), Shara Proctor (Great Britain), Moise Joseph (Haiti), Mike Holloway (USA 
Men’s Assistant Coach), Tony McQuay (USA), Will Claye (USA), Christian Taylor (USA); SWIMMING: Sinead Russell 
(Canada), Brett Fraser (Cayman Islands), Shaune Fraser (Cayman Islands), Steph Proud (Great Britain), Gemma 
Spofforth (Great Britain), Sarah Bateman (Iceland), Hilda Luthersdottir (Iceland), Marcin Cieslak (Poland), Raul 
Martinez (Puerto Rico), Sebastien Rousseau (South Africa), Sarra Lajnef (Tunisia), Anthony Nesty (Suriname Head 
Coach), Gregg Troy (USA Men’s Head Coach), Conor Dwyer (USA), Elizabeth Beisel (USA), Ryan Lochte (USA) 
 



LSU FOOTBALL POSTGAME NOTES  
#4/3 LSU vs. #10/11 Florida  

October 6, 2012 – Ben Hill Griffin Stadium (Gainesville, Fla.) 
Team Notes 
1. LSU’s game captains were 18 Bennie Logan, 30 Drew Alleman, 88 Chase Clement, 72 Alex Hurst, 46 Kevin Minter, 1 Eric Reid.   
2. Florida won the toss and deferred to the second half. LSU received the opening kickoff.  
3. This is LSU’s first regular-season loss since falling 31-23 at Arkansas on Nov. 27, 2010. It snapped a nation-leading streak of 18 consecutive 

regular-season wins. 
4. The loss snaps LSU’s seven-game winning streak against teams from the SEC Eastern Division. It was the longest streak in school history. 

LSU’s last loss to an SEC East team was against Florida in 2009. It is also LSU’s first road loss to an SEC East opponent since 2008 at Florida. 
5. LSU is 24-10 in road games under Les Miles, including a 20-10 mark in SEC road games. 
 
Individual Notes  
6. LB Kevin Minter had the best game of his career as he finished one tackle short of tying the LSU single-game record of 21 set by Al 

Richardson against South Carolina in 1982. 
a. Minter earned a career-high 20 total tackles, 17 of which were solo, and added career highs of three tackles for a loss, 2.0 

sacks and a forced fumble.  
b. Minter’s forced fumble is the second of his career and first since the Florida game last season. 

7. PK Drew Alleman drilled field goals of: 31 yards with 10:48 left in the first quarter and 21 yards with 24 seconds left in the second quarter.  
a. Alleman, who sits in 10th place in LSU career made field goals, is now 8-of-11 for the season and 24-of-29 for his career.  

8. LB Kwon Alexander recorded his first career fumble recovery in the first half.  
9. DT Bennie Logan earned his first sack of the season and forced a fumble in the process in the final three minutes of the first half. It was his 

second career forced fumble and first since last year’s SEC Championship Game against Georgia.  
10. DE Barkevious Mingo recorded his second career fumble recovery and first since his redshirt freshman season in 2010 in the season-opener 

against North Carolina.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2012 Florida Football Postgame Quotes 
Will Muschamp, Florida Head Coach 

Florida 14, LSU 6 
October 6, 2012 

 
Opening statement: 
“We beat an outstanding football team. They have won 18 straight regular season games for a 
reason. They are very talented, they can run the ball and they have a deep roster. You saw two very 
physical teams go at it today on both lines of scrimmage and you could see the improvements that 
we have made. We have a very strong, physical football team against an outstanding, athletic 
bunch, especially on the defensive side of the ball. We made some adjustments in the second half 
and we felt like the running game was there, we just had to be patient with it. Mike Gillislie ran hard, 
and that is a talented bunch he just ran against and they are very, very good. Our defense gave up 
yards on some screens so I am disappointed with that, but we executed well. I am very proud of the 
resilient effort and what they did and how we won the game. This is just one win, it doesn’t count for 
one and a half and it doesn’t count for two. We have a huge challenge in front of us next Saturday 
night [against Vanderbilt] in Nashville against a very well-coached team by James Franklin so we will 
enjoy this tonight and get back tomorrow.” 
 
On whether second-half success is mental or physical: 
“I would say both. I think that we have an outstanding staff and we get good information from the 
press box with what is happening. Whether our offense or defense is on the field, we coach during 
every series and make adjustments, so we don’t wait until halftime. I think we are a stronger team 
and have more endurance. The things we struggled with last year have been pounded into their 
heads and as a competitor you take that personal and we have a competitive bunch. When you 
take something personal you get pretty good results, and so far we have.” 
 
On shifting from passing- to running-focused during the game: 
“The vertical passing game wasn’t there because they are really good and a lot of these guys will be 
first-round picks. We needed to run the ball first and then we’ll move to other things, and we never 
really had to get to that. I thought our offensive staff did a really nice job of changing things up in the 
second half, especially in the run game, and we didn’t have to go to those other things.” 
 
On the defensive performance: 
“Florida’s defense, [defensive coordinator] Dan Quinn, and the defensive staff did a fabulous job. We 
played well at the point of attack. We have more trust in some guys and more quality depth that we 
are able to play in the game, so hats off to our defensive staff for understanding what we have to do 
to be successful. We had a very well-documented game plan as far as things we were trying to do in 
the game and were able to accomplish them. We played really good red zone defense, holding 
them to field goals, and the one before the end of the half was critical.” 
 
 
 



 

2012 Florida Football Postgame Quotes 
Florida Players 

Florida 14, LSU 6 
October 6, 2012 

 
Sophomore Quarterback Jeff Driskel 
On how hard it is to be patient in a situation such as being down in the first half: 
“It’s not like we’re waiting in the second half to turn it on. You know, we’re trying to make 
plays in the first half, but you know. I mean, we just had to wait for them to pop, and you 
know, luckily for us they started to pop in the second half.” 
 
On whether he knows a turnaround is going to happen in the second half no matter what: 
“We believe it’s going to happen in the first half as well, but we know it’s going to happen in 
the second half. In that locker room after half, you would have never known we were down. 
We all kept our heads up, and you know, listened for our adjustments and couldn’t wait to 
get back out.” 
 
On Mike Gillislee and the job he continues to do for the offense: 
“Every play, you know. Every play he can hit one for five or hit a home run. You know, you just 
got to watch him go, and we hope for the best.” 
 
On the passing game in the first half and the shift in the running in the second half:  
“We said all along we’re going to be a run-first team, and we’re going to establish a line of 
scrimmage, and the pass wasn’t really working for us today. They have some really good 
defensive linemen. They were getting to me a little bit, and I fumbled the ball there, trying to 
do too much and [I should] throw the ball away when I could have cut my losses. But when 
you’re running the ball like that, why do anything else?” 
 
On the defense keeping Florida in the game and putting the offense in good situations, 
especially in the second half: 
“They were shutting them down all day long. With them getting stops, we knew that we didn’t 
have to force anything. We could wait, or we could flip the field if we needed to, but we 
knew they were going to get stops, and we knew eventually our plays were going to start 
working.” 
 
 



 

2012 Florida Football Postgame Quotes 
Les Miles, LSU Head Coach 

Florida 14, LSU 6 
October 6, 2012 

 
Opening statement: 
“I have to give credit to the Florida Gators, they played awfully hard today. Congratulations 
to Will Muschamp. I thought they did a good job, a really good job. As for our football team, I 
thought we had a good effort, we fought like hell. The opportunities we had – if we had kept 
possession on the reception in the second half – certainly could have made a difference in 
the game. With that being said, we will make corrections and understand where we are at. I 
think our football team is sick, sick with knowledge that they could have played better.” 
 
On fixing the offense: 
“Well, we probably throw it better than we showed and we certainly run it better than we 
showed it – we need to execute. We lost (Michael) Ford for the second series and put a guy in 
there that hasn’t taken as many reps and that’s not really the reason, because I think we 
played pretty well. How do we fix it? We go back and work hard at it. We talked about the 
things we always have, it’s not like it’s brand new. We have to go back and work hard and 
get better.” 
 
On LSU linebacker Kevin Minter: 
“I think Kevin played his butt off. He has given us great leadership and he is the captain of our 
team. He is exactly what you would want from a college football player.” 
 
On Florida being more physical on the line of scrimmage this year: 
“I don’t know, I will have to check the film, but I thought they were a physical group last year. 
I think they had a concerted effort to run the football today and it certainly made a 
difference.” 
 
On worrying about the Tiger offense: 
“I think we understand the things we didn’t do. They are very definable; it’s exactly how we 
have been coaching it. We just made mistakes.” 
 
On Florida senior running back Mike Gillislee: 
“I think he is a really quality player. I watched him run hard before we played him and 
realized that he was that kind of guy. He carried the ball 34 times and again, that was well 
done.” 
 
On Florida sophomore punter Kyle Christy:  
“He sure did affect the field position. We were always coming off our own goal line, it 
appeared, for most of the game.” 
 
 
 



 

2012 Florida Football Postgame Quotes 
LSU Players 

Florida 14, LSU 6 
October 6, 2012 

 
Junior QB Zach Mettenberger 
On the team’s offense: 
“There’s no excuses, we’ve got to execute better offensively.” 
 
On the game turning out differently if they didn’t lose the ball off of the big play with 
Beckham: 
“Potentially, yeah. At that point in the game we should’ve already had more points on the 
board. “ 
 
On going 1-for-13 on third-down conversions 
“That’s not what you want to do, you want to convert. We just have to execute better and 
when we get in those third down situations, we have to fight hard to get the first.” 
 
 
Junior DE Barkevious Mingo 
On the defense: 
“We had some pretty long drives in the second half. We just gave up too many yards on 
the ground and couldn’t find a way to put it in the end zone.” 
 
On Florida’s line being more physical than last year 
“They were definitely more physical than last year.” 
 
On Kevin Minter: 
“He showed up with a tremendous game to help us try to take a win, but it’s a team effort. 
The team should’ve rallied around that and got him off of the field.” 
 
Junior DE Sam Montgomery 
On the defense’s performance: 
“The defense came out and played good. We were really focused, making our assignments, 
stopping the run. We worked super-hard during the week to come out and play two 
dominant halves of football. Sadly, our stamina could not hold up.” 
 
On the team’s offensive struggles: 
“It gets tough out there, but we have to have each other’s back for four quarters. We just 
need to keep it together and play a little bit harder.” 
 
Kevin Minter 
On leaving the game for a little while: 
“Cramps, both of my legs locked up on me but they took care of me.” 
 
On his game performance: 
“I was just trying to work hard and do what I can for my team.” 
 
On what Florida did to get going in the second half: 
“To be honest, it was more us. We had a lot of miscues, stuff like that, and we’ve got to get 
better.”  
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