
MIZZOU HEAD COACH EHREN EARLEYWINE

Opening Statement...
“Well we didn’t play very good obviously. I’m really confident 
though, and I told the team this after the game, that if we just 
play like we’re capable of playing, not even great softball, if 
we just play good softball, I think we can have a really fun day 
tomorrow. Chelsea’s carried our water for three years, and 
she had an off night. And interestingly enough for her to have 
an off night and they hit one ball in the barrel on her. So if 
she pitches similar to what she’s capable of pitching, I like our 
chances tomorrow. I really do. We got eight hits off their ace 
pitcher. We have a very good idea of what pitches are coming, 
and I’m optimistic about Sunday.”

On pitcher Chelsea Thomas...
“I think she overheated. I think that’s the hottest game that 
we’ve played in all year, and we were in the hottest dugout. It 
was the one with the sun shining right in it. And you could tell 
in the second or third inning, her face started to get really red. 
I could tell she was hot. And when that happened, I felt like she 
kind of lost her legs. And when she lost her legs, she shortened 
her stride. And when she shortened her stride, her drop ball 
came up short, and that’s how I knew that she had lost her 
legs. So for me, going into tomorrow, we have the first base 
dugout all day long, we’ve got to do everything we can to keep 
her shaded and cool, keep her hydrated. Because I seriously 
believe that if she pitches average softball tomorrow, we have 
a chance to win both games.”

On tomorrow...
“I don’t play the game, but if these girls just come tomorrow 
and play Missouri Tiger softball, we’ve got a good chance.”

On the offense...
“Eight hits off their ace pitcher. About the third inning, we 
knew what pitches were coming almost every time. All things 
considered, going into tomorrow, if she throws again, I like our 
chances. Ten runners left on base, we’ll see what happens.”
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P CHELSEA THOMAS
On her performance...
“I really can’t think back on a worse game for me. It was just an 
off day.”

On her confidence level going into tomorrow…
“I will be confident after I watch film tonight and get a good plan 
and come into tomorrow refreshed. I’ll watch this game. I think I 
have it TiVoed, and I’m sure the coaches will watch it. And we’ll 
meet again early tomorrow to figure out a game plan. Moving 
forward, looking at what I did wrong tonight and adjusting for 
that tomorrow is going to be the key thing for me.”

OF ASHLEY FLEMING
On bouncing back for tomorrow…
“I think a big part of how we’re going to play tomorrow is if we 
dwell on today, or if we just go ahead and move on and realize 
there’s nothing we can do about this game now, and go ahead 
and look forward to the two games tomorrow, and kind of come 
into the mindset that we’re going to play fourteen innings. And 
like Coach E said, if we play good ball the way that we should, I 
think we’ll have a good chance.”

On LSU’s pitcher Rachele Fico...
“I think in the beginning, we just weren’t picking good pitches 
to hit. Later on I thought we had way better at bats. We started 
getting a good idea of what pitches were coming. I think it was 
just one of those things. She’s a good pitcher, but if we come out 
tomorrow and hit the way that we can, I don’t think that she’ll 
keep us to one run again.”
 
P KRISTIN NOTTELMANN
On if she expected to be pitching tonight…
“You always have to be ready no matter what. You don’t wish 
for anything, and she just had an off day. We have to be ready 
no matter what. When I got the call I just went out there and 
warmed up and had to pick her up. She’s picked me up plenty of 
times. That’s just how it goes.”



LSU HEAD COACH BETH TORINA
Opening Statement...
“I feel like our team was very prepared tonight.  We worked 
really hard this week, a lot of things with our offense and I feel 
really good about the preparation we did and I feel really good 
about the offense.  It showed up today.  I liked how aggressive 
our team was.  I like our defensive performance and our 
performance on the mound.  I was really happy with how we 
played today.”

On Chelsea Thomas’ performance...
“It was a definitely a tough zone to throw in and I think you 
should make adjustments for that.  I understand how talented 
she is, I expect her to have a much better performance 
tomorrow.  I do think you have to credit our kids somewhat 
with being very disciplined at the plate.  That was a big part 
of our plan was to be disciplined and challenge her to come 
into the zone, so I thought we did a really good job of being 
disciplined and I think some of the credit has to go to our 
offense tonight.”

On pitching plan for tomorrow...
“We will see how Rachele is feeling, and I have not even looked 
at her pitch count (119), but I have a fresh arm that is very 
talented, that was an All-American that has been throwing 
really well, so I feel very confident in Brittany Mack and I feel 
really confident in Rachele Fico.  We are in a good spot either 
way we go tomorrow.”
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P RACHELE FICO
On Mizzou starting pitcher Chelsea Thomas performance...
“She is a very talented pitcher.  You cannot take anything away 
from her.  You have to give credit to our offense today.  They 
stayed within our game plan and were successful..”

On what was working tonight...
“We kept a good mix of things.  I still expect more from myself 
and I would have liked to be a little bit sharper, but the great 
thing about this sport is I have a team behind me and they played 
great defense and they got it done for me .”

2B ALLISON FALCON
On facing Chelsea Thomas...
“Like Fico said, she is a talented pitcher, but I think what really 
helped us was we stayed within our plan and we really executed 
well and kind of threw her off a little bit.”
 
On trying to get in Thomas’ head...
“We thought we would try to get in her a head a little bit, 
definitely.  We are a loud bunch of girls so we definitely knew we 
would kind of distract her a little bit with our dugout with our 
cheers and our passion for the sport.”

On getting tired of hearing about lack of run production...
“No sir, I never really get tired of it and I know our team does not, 
because we just use that as motivation, honestly.  It just adds fuel 
to our fire.”

On getting tired of hearing about lack of run production...
“I struck out looking in my first at-bat, so I was just looking to put 
something into play and it paid off, just at least swinging.”


