
MIZZOU HEAD COACH EHREN EARLEYWINE

On the lack of hitting in the third game… 
“It’s extremely frustrating because the plan is a good plan, 
they just didn’t execute. The same hitters swung at the same 
pitches over and over and over throughout the course of the 
day, and that was the difference to me. There were very little 
adjustments made, especially by right-handed hitters.”

On the offense not generating runs this season… 
“I’ve been scratching my head over that all season long. We 
work so tirelessly with these girls on their mechanics and 
then their mental approach. The most frustrating part from a 
coach’s perspective is that you know they’re capable of having 
a pretty good mechanical swing. Obviously every hitter’s going 
to have something wrong. But if you just line them up during 
batting practice and watch them hit, they’re pretty sound 
across the board. But when they get into games, I don’t know 
what happens, I guess it’s the panic button, but they change. 
They either get jumpier, or longer, or they try to swing harder 
or they stride a different direction. That’s the hurtful part 
because you know you’ve created this kid who’s got a good 
swing, but they’re not allowing themselves to be successful 
because of the panic. That’s the really hard part for me.”

On starting Chelsea in the third game… 
“If you’re coaching that team, you just say, ‘We’re going to 
throw her until she just can’t throw anymore.’ It’s just what you 
have to do.”

On Chelsea’s throwing… 
“She threw good. I’m proud of her. In all honesty she didn’t 
throw her best again, but as I told you all last night, even if she 
just threw average, she would give LSU all they wanted, and 
she did just that. She didn’t throw great but she threw average 
and she gave them all they wanted. For her it’s a continual 
process of trying to figure out how to pitch.”

On losing Ashley Fleming…
“It’s unfortunate, but all day long you’re going, ‘When’s Ashley 
up?’ It’s going to be tough to lose that kid, especially the way 
she’s played these last two seasons. But in good programs, 
somebody always steps up, and we have a good program. New 
people will emerge next year and this program will continue to 
thrive. We’d like to keep her forever, but what are you going to 
do?”
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P CHELSEA THOMAS
On the role of fatigue… 
“I felt good going into the first game. Obviously I threw a lot of 
pitches.”

On going into the third game… 
“I was actually really excited to start the third game. We all talked 
about if we came out and won the second game, we could make 
it in the third game. It just didn’t happen.”

OF ASHLEY FLEMING
On the difference between her freshman year and now…
“It’s different just because the combination of the experience, the 
more knowledge that you get through the years. It’s unreal what 
I’ve learned from Coach E hitting-wise since I’ve been here. So 
obviously as you get older, it just puts you in a way better chance 
to be able to hit when you get to these big types of games.”

On the team’s offense this season… 
“Obviously we didn’t hit the way we wanted to all season pretty 
much. I mean we’ve had games where we’ve hit good but just 
consistently not what we are capable of. There’d be different 
times where somebody would be hitting better than usual, and 
then other times it would be somebody else, but we never really 
had a time where everything was clicking perfectly through line-
up.”

On her career at Missouri…
“I’ve been one of two people in my class who have done 
something nobody else has done here – made it all three years, 
and then this year, making it to the super regionals. But I don’t 
think when I look back on it those are the things I’ll think about 
as much as the friendships I’ve developed. And just knowing that 
Coach E really took a chance on me because coming from a small 
town, and hardly anybody else was looking at me really, and just 
knowing what he saw in me. I really appreciate it. And knowing 
that he never gave up on me my freshman year when I didn’t 
have the year that I wanted. He just constantly worked with me, 
and I give him credit for pretty much all of my success.”

On the Missouri program now as compared to five years ago 
when she committed…
“I mean, at the time when I committed, I guess it didn’t mean 
anything you could say. But I remember everything Coach E had 
to say about what he was going to do with the program and how 
he wanted me to be a part of it – one of four players to come in 
with his first recruiting class. That was a great opportunity and 
something I really took pride in. To know that I’ve been able 
to have a part in that; there’s millions of girls playing softball 
right now hoping to get that chance. And to know that I got 
that chance, it’s great. I don’t know if anybody thought that five 
years from now, this program would be where it is now, but he’s 
brought it to a great spot.”



LSU HEAD COACH BETH TORINA
Opening Statement...
“First, we have to just congratulate Missouri on the season 
they had and what a tough battle that was today.  You know 
Chelsea Thomas was so gutsy all game long and coming back 
down in game two, what a great game for them, they fought so 
hard, a big congrats to them on the season that they had.  I am 
so proud of our team. I thought it was a total team effort today.  
We had some timely hits, with Simone and we had some great 
pitching, some phenomenal defensive plays today.  We are just 
really excited to be included in this final eight.”

On Missouri having to prepare for both Mack and Fico...
“I really felt confident in the matchup she would be with them.  
I thought she would be really difficult for them to hit and I 
knew it was going to be hard to prepare for both.  I felt they 
would spend the majority of there time preparing for Rachele 
since she had the higher number of innings and things on our 
staff, but I really thought Brittany was going to be successful 
today and she sure kept us in it long enough, but Chelsea was 
just so strong in that first game.  She was really tough to deal 
with that first game.  I do not think it was Brittany as much as it 
was Chelsea against our offense.”

On fighting back after game two loss...
“You know, this team is crazy like that.  We did the same 
thing against the University of Florida in our midweek double 
header in SEC play.  We lost a heartbreaker.  We were down 
to one pitch away from winning and we gave up a home run 
to lose the ballgame, but bounced back immeaditely and won 
the second one.  These kids just have such a way of shaking 
things off and moving on.  That is really them.  They are just 
really special.  I think it just has to do with the eight seniors 
and their leadership and just being experienced in this game 
and understanding that you are just one pitch away from 
greatness.” 
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P RACHELE FICO
On dealing with Missouri’s lineup...
“We were just trying to keep them off-balance.  We were trying 
to limit free passes and if we could avoid throwing to a big hitter 
with runners on base, that’s what we were going for.  I think we 
definitely got stronger as the game went on.  We had a little bit 
of a rough start and they were definitely barrelling up on the 
ball, they were putting some solid balls into play, but as the game 
went on, we definitely got stronger and gained momentum.”

On taking control of the game after the fourth inning...
“I think I just settled down. Coach Torina does an awesome job 
with me.  She knows how I work and how I operate.  She always 
knows the right things to say and whenever I run into trouble it 
is because I get too uptight and I am trying to do too much.  She 
calmed me down and told me to trust my pitches and make them 
spin and make them move.” 

On learning curve with new coaching staff...
“Our team embraced our new coaching staff with open arms 
from the get-go and we changed a lot of things.  We committed 
ourselves to their system and we did everything they have asked 
from us and we went above and beyond working to make things 
right and do things their way.  It did awhile to get used to that 
and to be effective that way, but once we started being successful 
with it, it just made things so much easier and we just built 
our confidence.  We had some points in the season where we 
struggled, but we are peaking at the right time and that is all that 
matters.  We have been working for postseason play from day 
one and we have just trusted in each other and our coaching staff 
and it is really paying off.”

OF SIMONE HEYWARD
On difference in Chelsea Thomas today versus last night...
“Yesterday (Saturday), she did have trouble finding the strike 
zone.  She did struggle with that.  Today, she came out and threw 
higher drops and she adjusted well, but I think her speed was a 
little bit slower today and that’s just me, maybe it was because 
we got so used to it, but today, we were ready, that might have 
been the difference.”
 
On difference between game one and game two today...
“She was getting tired.  I mean every pitcher gets tired.  You could 
just tell, because she was leaving every pitch higher, you could tell 
her drop was not dropping like it used too.  There were balls that 
I thought would be rise balls and they dropped too.  You can tell 
she was not getting the spin like she wanted on the ball.”

On hit in the third inning that scored LSU’s three runs...
“I do not know where the ball was, somewhere outside.  I think I 
closed my eyes when I swung, I think I did, I am not going to lie.  
When I opened my eyes, I say the ball going and I just ran.  I do 
not know if coach told me to go to three or not, I just ran.”

On how surprised people should be that LSU made the World 
Series...
“I mean they can be as surprised as they want to be.  We knew all 
along how good we were.  We had it in ourselves and we knew 
that.  It was just up to us to show people that we can do it, so I 
think people can be as surprised as they want, I’ll leave it up to 
them.”


