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LSU HEAD COACH LES MILES:  

The team played awfully well. We asked them to put to the perimeter all those things that 

could be distractions and things that the sports media needed to visit about and rehash and 

define and clarify. We suggested that that’s not going to play any part in this game. 

 

We went to offense, defense and special teams and [talked about] how a group of men 

would be committed to each other and do the things that they came to do without regard to 

the setting of the game.  

 

I enjoyed Jarrett Lee’s effort. I liked how the offense did the things it needed to do, keep 

the ball on the ground, with the lead. We were imperfect in all phases, but we need to 

improve on offense. I don’t feel like we’ve hung the moon in any way. I feel like we’re a 

good team but we need to improve. 

 

Our defense played a spectacular game. They played with an intensity and a speed to the 

ball. We challenged them. We started at the spring of the year with what we called the 

tempo drill. We ran two offenses at the defense in rapid fire to get them used to a fast pace. 

We continued right through two-a-days and virtually every day. We challenged them to be 

ready, and “ready” is a big deal when you line up against a team that will fast-pace you and 

try to get your helmet turned and run a play. They were ready. That defense was pretty 

special today. 

 

You don’t win a game against a good opponent unless you win the turnover margin. That 

defense got the ball and offensively we kept the ball on the ground and kept hold of it. …I 

think we were pretty good there. 

 

[On Jarrett Lee] I told him to not try to do everything at once and just kind of run the play 

that’s called. Do the things that you’re capable of doing. Enjoy your position, it’s an earned 

one. He competed as a starter right on through. He never once took the position that “I’m 

just a backup.” He played key pieces of games last fall and I think he was ready to do that. 

 

We’ll be in every game with a defense that plays like that. 

 

[Should LSU be ranked No. 1?] I don’t really care if we’re ranked No. 1 or not, to be 

honest with you. That’s so far away from every really counting. I appreciate the fact that 

we’re close enough to end up No. 1 and that’s really all I care about. If we continue to play 

well and do the things we’re capable of doing, we’ll earn our way. I’m not in any way 

lobbying to be the No. 1 team in the country. 
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CORNERBACK TYRANN MATHIEU: 

On the defensive effort: “It started up front (with our defensive line). Those guys didn’t even get 

tired. They were pushing us when we were winded, so I think it was a good team effort tonight.” 

 

On the LSU offense: “Those guys (on offense) started out slow, but Michael Ford, Jarrett Lee and 

Spencer Ware picked it up. With the situation, he (Lee) had to be captain tonight. He had to step 

up and be the leader of the offense tonight. It was a big time win. Those guys are ranked third in 

the country, they were in the national championship last year. It was just us going out there and 

playing our game and seeing where we rank at the end of the game. It was a different game and a 

different feeling tonight. It was a big time game.” 

 

On Quarterback Jarrett Lee: “A couple of guys before the game went up to (Lee) and just told 

him, “Whatever happens tonight, we got your back. You don’t have to put all the pressure on 

you. That is what we are here for – to take some of the pressure off you.” 

 

QUARTERBACK JARRETT LEE: 

“Our defense did a great job of keeping us in it. We just needed to get going.” (On going to faster 

pace at times) “We’ve been doing up tempo, fast paced for a while. Good pace, good tempo and 

that really helped us tonight.” 

 

On passing: “We need to do a better job of that moving forward and we will. We will get better 

at that for sure. The offensive line did a good job of protecting me tonight and we’ll get it fixed.” 

 

RUNNING BACK SPENCER WARE: 

On running against Oregon: “We hoped for the big plays, but Coach said you have to take what 

they give us and be patient. It’s going to come. He said run it down their throat, let’s eat them 

alive and let’s be physical. That’s what we did.” 

 

Describing his defense: “I liked our defense the way they swarmed the ball. The speed on the 

edges. We controlled LaMichael James who is a great running back. I thought he might get 

through here and there but they held him in check.” 

 

On having the “home” advantage: “Absolutely. Our fans supported us very well during the last 

couple of weeks and I think they kept us alive during the times in the game we needed them to 

cheer us on. They had our backs and that’s why at the end of the game I threw the game ball into 

the stands.” 
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OREGON HEAD COACH CHIP KELLY:  

 

On Ball Security Issues: We had been good in camp, but it was not what it needs to be today. Not 

against that team. You can’t turn the ball over like that. 

 

On Penalties: False starts aren’t due to effort, I can tell you that. Those are about not being 

locked in mentally. And we have to do a better job of that. Those are self-inflicted wounds. You 

can’t play against a good football team like we did tonight and turn the football over the way we 

did.  

 

Why didn’t you throw more? Was the plan to run?: No, it’s whatever the defense gives us and 

they were giving us the handoffs. Sometimes he’s going to carry a lot and sometimes he’s not. 

 

Worried about how the team will bounce back?: Not worried at all. 

 

On Thomas’ turnovers: No, I just don’t think he used perfect technique on both of his fumbles. 

The ball’s away from his body and that’s not how we teach it and not how we coach it. 

 

How did LSU stop the run?: They played good, solid football. That’s it. That’s a good defensive 

front. They did a really nice job, they were sound in the schemes and really gap-control oriented. 

And they just did a nice job. 

 

Did LSU’s no-huddle surprise you?: No, it was good execution on their part. You could see the 

same thing. They’re running the same play twice. They just got lined up. But it’s not like our 

team doesn’t see that. We do that all the time. But they picked a couple of times that were 

opportune times. 

 

On offense not having any big plays: No. I don’t go into a game saying we’re going to get X 

amount of big plays. The game expresses itself how it expresses itself. When you play a team 

like this that runs this well, I don’t think you’re going to have a lot of long runs. A lot of people 

don’t have long runs against this team.  

 

Did you ever get in a rhythm?: No, I think a lot of it was self-inflicted and penalties like that set 

you back. It’s something we obviously have to clean up. But when we’re playing very well, 

we’re not turning the ball over, we’re not getting penalties and not dropping the football.  
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QUARTERBACK DARRON THOMAS: 

On the young Oregon receiving core: “It was their first game and it was a big game for those 

guys, I know those guys are ready to go. I still believe in them and I still trust those guys. We 

just have to come out and work hard.” 

  

On if the season is lost: “Each game is like the super bowl to us. We’re not coming out thinking 

about the next game or the games down the road, we’re thinking about the game we’re playing.” 

 

On if LSU’s size was a factor on the line: “Not at all. We’ve just got to go out and execute 

football at the end of the day. Oregon had self inflicted wounds that we’ve got to work on.” 

 

On the LSU defense bottling up the running game: “(LaMichael) told me he had good holes 

there. I think the offensive line did a great job blocking, we had some holding penalties, a lot of 

penalties, that held us back when we did hit a good run. The offensive line did what they had to 

do.” 

 

On missing DB Cliff Harris: “I think the whole team missed Cliff Harris. He’s a guy that’s 

working towards coming back. Its on him and coach Kelly. That’s a coach Kelly decision, but I 

think he’s going to come out and bust it hard after what happened today.” 

 

RUNNING BACK LAMICHAEL JAMES 

On if the confidence in the locker room was shaken: “No not at all. We have to come out here 

each and every day and we have to work harder. That was proven today. Too many turnovers, 

that’s what really killed us today: too many turnovers and penalties.” 

 

On the play of Freshman RB De’Anthony Thomas: “He’s a freshman, playing in a big 

environment. You expect him to make mistakes. He was thrown in the fire real quick, he has to 

grow up just like a lot of players on this team. Playing in front of 100,000 fans for a first time for 

an 18-year old kid I’m sure is very difficult.” 

 

On LSU’s defense: “They played good up front, they had a good defensive line. What really 

killed us was the penalties. We were moving at times, but the penalties really were a negative 

point for us.” 

 

FREE SAFETY JOHN BOYETT 

About  being on the field for the entire third quarter (Oregon Defense): “We come here to play 

football. It doesn’t matter if we run 100 plays, 200 plays that’s our job to play football. It doesn’t  
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matter if we run one play in the third quarter or every play, it’s our job to play football and try to 

keep points off the board.” 

 On working with the young players: “Just continue to do what we’ve been doing. Continue to 

get them to follow along, I don’t know if we made a whole lot of mistakes we’ve just got to 

clean up the few mistakes we made and just continue to lead by example and continue to lead the 

team in the right direction.” 
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