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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR JOHN CHAVIS 
On possible distractions of the facility… 
“Yesterday we had a very good practice without any distractions. Our players are focused and 

know exactly what we need to get accomplished. I think walking into Cowboys Stadium is more 
motivating than anything for these guys.” 

 

On Texas A&M’s offensive tendencies... 

“Texas A&M has done a tremendous job this year, especially QB Ryan Tannehill. When 
Tannehill took over as their starter, the Aggies did not lose any hint of athletic ability. He has 

made several big plays and puts them in the right situations. One of the most impressive things to 
me is how quickly Texas A&M gets to the line of scrimmage. This tempo is the one thing we 

have worked hard on during bowl preparation. The Aggies have talent all over the field and we 
have to be prepared.” 

 

On disguising defensive schemes… 

“Because Texas A&M gets to the line of scrimmage so quickly, we will be forced to show our 
schemes a little more than what we usually like to do. Certainly, the better you disguise your 

scheme, the more successful you will be.” 
 

On Texas A&M QB Ryan Tannehill… 
“The one thing I have seen on the field is tremendous offensive execution. Tannehill makes a lot 

of great decisions and can also run the ball when he needs to. He executes the run-zone scheme 
better than most quarterbacks we have seen. Texas A&M runs a big five-wide scheme and we 

have to fully prepared because Tannehill will make the plays.” 
 

On overall play of the LSU defense this season… 
“We have made great strides to be a much better defense than we were at this point last year. Of 

course, we are not where want to be but we have definitely improved. I am a firm believer in 
defense winning championships so we hope to anchor our ball club with that.” 
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DT DRAKE NEVIS 
On playing against Texas A&M friend Patrick Lewis… 

“Well he went to a rival high school of mine and we always competed against each other at track 
meets. I gave him a lot of advice during his recruiting process and we have kept in touch since 

then. Over the years we built a very good friendship and I never thought we would playing 
against each other in a game like this.” 

 
On experience of the defense…  
“We are all consistently joking around and building team chemistry. Several of us came in 

together and we have built great relationships over the past several years. We all know each 
other’s thoughts and we consistently study our defense. It is important for us as leaders on this 

team to know our schemes because we can be coaches on the field.” 
 

On pass rushing… 
“The coaches have a done a great job working with us on the fundamentals. We all have the 

talent to get to the quarterback but the coaches have fine-tuned our techniques which has allowed 
us to be one of better pass-rushing teams.” 

 

PK/P JOSH JASPER 
On experience in Dallas so far… 
“We have enjoyed every minute of this city and the Cotton Bowl Classic so far. Saturday we 

went to a big banquet at Cowboy’s Stadium and thoroughly enjoyed that. We have been to a few 
entertainment spots and have thoroughly enjoyed our stay so far. It has been nice because we can 

actually have a good time but prepare for a big game as well.” 
 

On the emotions during his four years at LSU… 
“This has been a wild ride. While playing in the SEC, we have competed against a national 

championship team every season. What more can any athlete ask for? In my first season at LSU 
we won the national championship and have been to a bowl game every year since. I have been 

blessed to be part of this team.” 
 

On expectations during the 75
th

 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic… 
“As a kicker, you can be thrown into situations where you could win the game. There is a lot of 

pressure that comes with this job but it is one of the most rewarding as well. My goal is to do the 
best I can for my team because these guys have a lot of confidence in me.” 
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DT LAZARIUS LIVINGSTON 
On readiness for the AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic… 

“We are ready. For the whole month of December we have been preparing and banging up on 
each other to get ourselves ready. The team is confident and healthy and all of us are looking 

forward to bringing our talents to Cowboys Stadium on Friday.” 
 

On defensive expectations… 
“Hopefully we can come out and dominate in all phases of the game. Our guys are the best in the 

country so my expectations are higher than anyone else in college football. When the lights come 
on this Friday, I expect us to come out firing on all cylinders.” 

 

On playing against Texas A&M friend Matt Allen… 

“Actually Matt and I signed together in 2006. We played against each other when he was at LSU 
his freshman year. I had the opportunity to see him a couple months ago when he came to 

Louisiana. Matt is a big, physical, and talented guy and I look forward to playing against him. He 
and I both know that what happens on the field stays on the field. During the game we will do 

our best to take each other down but after that, we are back to friends again.” 
 

CB PATRICK PETERSON 
On talent of the defense… 
“A lot of people were doubting us this year because we were so young but this is probably the 

most talent I’ve been around since I have been at LSU. These guys also wanted to win more than 
any team I have seen and that is what brought us to a 10-win season so far.” 

 

On history of the Texas A&M vs. LSU rivalry… 

“First of all, we will be marked down in history as playing in the 75
th
 AT&T Cotton Bowl 

Classic. Secondly, the Aggies have historically dominated us in this rivalry so we want to come 

out here and end this losing streak. We have prepared well for Texas A&M and hopefully we 
will come out the better team on Friday.” 

 

On distractions of Cowboys Stadium… 

“When we first walked in to the stadium we were all excited to play there but as soon as the 
whistles blew, we were focused. This team wants to end this losing streak against the Aggies and 

we are definitely not going to let a giant high definition screen distract us from our goal.” 
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On pressures of leaving LSU next year… 
“Deciding to enter the NFL draft this upcoming year has been almost burdensome for me. I have 

grown up around LSU and have been very blessed to a part of this program. Every fan, coach, 
teacher, and teammate have been nothing but supportive during my years with the Tigers but this 

decision is not only for me. I had to decide what would be best for my family as well.” 
 

LB KELVIN SHEPPARD 
On responsibilities of being a senior… 

“As a senior on an SEC defense, I have a major responsibility. I am pretty much a coach on the 
field. Every day I have my face glued to playbooks, film screens, and defensive schemes. It is 

my responsibility to know the job of all 11 guys on defense just so I can be prepared to explain in 
every situation. This is especially true against Texas A&M because they have such a fast-paced 

offense.” 
 

On his improvement during the past four seasons… 
“I can honestly say this has been a very humbling experience. If you would have asked me where 

I thought my career would go as a freshman, I would have not been able to tell you. I was young, 
naïve, and just running down the field on special teams. I have been blessed to have coaches like 

John Chavis and Les Miles as my teachers. My teammates and coaches now look to me as a 
leader and I am so thankful to be part of that.” 

 

On praise from defensive coordinator John Chavis… 

“Honestly, when Coach Chavis tells me that he has never seen a linebacker play all three spots as 
well as I have, it means more to me than any reward or trophy could ever give. He has been 

coaching linebackers since before I was born and has many athletes in the NFL now. Like I said, 
for someone like Coach Chavis to say something like that, I could not receive any higher 

reward.” 
 

  



 

 

Texas A&M Practice Notes 
 

Monday, January 3, 2011 
Cowboys Stadium, Arlington, Texas 

 

 
TEXAS A&M FOCUSES ON LSU 

 

ARLINGTON, Texas – Following a physical couple weeks of practices, the No. 17 Texas A&M 

Aggies wore shirts and shorts without pads during through their two-hour practice Monday at Cowboys 
Stadium. The Aggies are adhering to their regular game-week routine in preparation for their game 

against the No. 11 LSU Tigers for the 75
th
 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic on Friday at Cowboys Stadium.  

  

“We hit them pretty good in College Station and we had a good practice yesterday with pads on,” Texas 
A&M Head Coach Mike Sherman said. “We just want to keep everyone fresh for the football game. 

We’ve done our share of hitting so it’s time to back off the pads a little bit. They’re very focused, very 
business-like in their approach to the game, so I’m pleased.” 

  
For a second straight day, Texas A&M piped in sound to prepare for the sold-out AT&T Cotton Bowl 

Classic. Sherman is using the extra noise, along with a couple other tactics, to prepare for the Aggies’ 
first game since a Thanksgiving night win over the Texas Longhorns.  

  
“I was very pleased with how practice went,” Sherman said. “There are some things we still have to iron 

out even at this late date. It’s been such a long time since we’ve played a game so we try to put 
ourselves in as many situations as we possibly can. The officials coming out today has helped us a little 

bit in trying to help us identify us with issues that might come up in a ballgame.” 
  

The Aggies concentrated on special teams and the passing game, while mixing in several scrimmage 
situations as well.  

  
Texas A&M conducted a news conference that featured several offensive players and passing game 

coordinator Tom Rossley at the Omni Mandalay Hotel.  
  

Sunday night, Texas A&M enjoyed a night of bowling. K Ross Gilliam and QB Jerrod Johnson were 
two of the team’s stronger bowlers, with Gilliam edging Johnson in a head-to-head battle later in the 

evening. 
  

The Aggies return to the practice field Tuesday morning at 9:45 at Cowboys Stadium. The first 15 
minutes are open to the media. Players and coaches will be made available after practice if requested to 

the Texas A&M staff. The defensive players will take center stage at the Omni Mandalay Hotel on 
Tuesday when they, along with defensive coordinator Tim DeRuyter, are featured at the 12:30 p.m. 

news conference. 
  

The 75
th
 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic will kick off at 7:27 p.m. on Friday, January 7, 2010 at Cowboys 

Stadium in Arlington, Texas. For the 13
th
 consecutive year, FOX will televise the Classic.  

 

--75
th

 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic -- 
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SENIOR ASSISTANT\QUARTERBACKS COACH TOM ROSSLEY 
 

Changing quarterbacks mid-season… 
“It was a hard decision for me and Mike was really the instigator and said, „I don‟t think [QB 

Jerrod Johnson‟s] shoulder is where it needs to be for us to get where we‟ve got to be.‟  That‟s a 
tough thing to do.  When you go back and you analyze how much practice he was able to get and 

he just didn‟t have the same velocity as he had as a junior.  We weren‟t for sure how everybody 
would take to the change.  We experimented a little bit against Kansas and started QB Jerrod 

Johnson, but got Tannehill in early, and they both played well in the game, yet the next week in 
practice, Jerrod was still hurting and we decided it was time, Tannehill was ready and he needed 

to take over.”   
 

Tannehill’s performance as a quarterback after playing wide receiver for two seasons… 
“He‟s always been to every quarterback meeting, he‟s always been in every quarterback drill.  I 

think back in fall camp the last two years, we‟ve got two of the best quarterbacks in the Big 12, 
I‟ve always thought that.  The only problem Ryan Tannehill had was that he was at the same 

school as Jerrod Johnson.  From that standpoint, it wasn‟t that difficult to go to Ryan, but it was 
tough because Jerrod Johnson has done so much for Texas A&M University, he‟s such a leader 

on our team, everybody looks up to him.  He and RB Cyrus Gray are some of our leaders.  But 
Jerrod understood it and he‟s handled it very well and it was just something we had to do.”   

 

Tannehill’s development as a starter… 

“When you practice as a quarterback, I think you‟re really training the reflex.  Everything that 
you do in football happens so fast.  You have to anticipate and it‟s a reflex, you can‟t think about 

it.  It‟s a reflex.  His reactions and his decision making has gotten better and better.  You can do 
it in practice at one speed, but game speed is still a little bit faster.  It‟s making great decisions 

and when you make a decision, being able to make good throws and give us big plays and he‟s 
made the decision to sometimes throw the ball away and not have a bad play and yet, he‟s made 

some pretty good plays to give us big plays, as well.”   
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Adjusting quarterback role for Tannehill...   
“We‟ve never had to take anything away from Ryan Tannehill.  He‟s smarter than anybody in 

this room, probably.  He‟s pre-med, he‟s a 4.0, so, we‟ve never had to shrink anything for him.  
He had to leave practice early on Mondays or Tuesdays and sometimes he‟d miss a two-minute 

drill, but he‟s still on top of everything.”   
 

Tannehill’s first bowl game… 
“He‟s played so much as a receiver, he understood the speed of the game.  It‟s kind of unique, 

him being able to play receiver, you understand the coverages.  Sometimes I‟ll catch him, while 
he‟s playing quarterback, talking to receivers telling them how he would have run the route, 

which helps too.”   
 

A&M offensive attack… 
“We try to keep them on their heels and it keeps our guys on their toes.  They don‟t get a chance 

to get back and fade out of the game.  They have got to be on their toes and we figure we‟ve got 
a better chance to score points if we get more plays in.”   

 

LSU defense… 

“That‟s the strength of their team, I think.  Those two defensive tackles are really good players, 
especially number 92 (Drake Nevis), not to take anything away from any of their defensive front, 

they‟re a great defensive front.  Then they‟ve got two corners to go with it.  If you‟re ever 
putting together a defense, give me two good cover corners and give me a couple of defensive 

linemen and you‟ve got a good defense.  That‟s where they start out and then they put speed all 
around those guys.  Those linebackers can run.  We thought when we went against Nebraska that 

they had to two best corners in the Big 12.  Then we come down here and go against these two 
corners, all the pub comes out about number seven (Patrick Peterson), but the other corner 

(Morris Claiborne), he doesn‟t take a backseat to anybody.  They‟re both excellent.”   
 

A&M offensive strategy… 
“A lot of it is just going to be one-on-one matchups, whether it be outside with our receivers on 

their corners or inside with our linemen on their defensive tackles.  It‟s going to be one-on-one 
matchups and we‟ve got to fight our guts out to try to hang in there and compete with them.  

We‟ve got  some good skill people, we‟ve got some playmakers, we‟ve got to buy some time and 
give our quarterback a chance to  be able to make plays.”   
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OL MATT ALLEN 
 

Excitement of playing in the Cotton Bowl Classic… 

“I‟m extremely excited.  I get to come in here as a senior, leading a great offensive line, that I 
feel really molded together to become a great unit.  We get to play my former team and I 

couldn‟t think of a better game or a better situation.”   
 

Pride in the offensive line… 
“They have really come along mentally and physically.  They really matured throughout the 

season.  I just try to help them in any way I possibly can, being that I‟m the oldest guy there, they 
come to me with a lot of questions and they rely on the older guys.  I couldn‟t be more proud of 

the way they performed throughout the season. They really kept their poise and they kept 
working, they‟re hard workers, they‟re tenacious linemen and they‟re going to be great in the 

future.”   
 

Playing against former teammates… 
“LSU RT Drake Nevis and LT Lazarius Levingston (Pep) are very good players and this game is 

going to emphasize our physicalness and we‟re going to try to match theirs.  You‟ve got to fight 
force with force.  Drake and Pep are very physical, technical players.  I know both of them, I 

know how Drake plays and I know how Pep plays and we‟ve got to beat them through physical 
play and technique.  It‟s going to be a good matchup, I‟m looking forward to it.”  

 

WR JEFF FULLER 
  

Excitement about playing the Cotton Bowl Classic at Cowboys Stadium… 
“Initially it was a good feeling to come back here to play Arkansas, just a different atmosphere.  

It‟s fun to know it.  On the way here, you see Dallas.  It‟s a great place to play football.  The fact 
that we‟re here for a week in one of the nicest hotels in the country, its fun to wake up every day, 

go to practice at Cowboys Stadium and be around your teammates, and also still be at home.” 
 

Playing in front of home fans and ticket requests… 
“You guys have no idea.  Everybody wants a ticket to this game, that‟s a good feeling.  I wish I 

had tickets for everybody, but we only get six for the family and they went pretty quick.”   
 

Playing against another nationally-recognized defensive back… 
“It‟s definitely a positive.  When you play football you want to play against the best and I‟ve 

definitely have had the opportunity to do that this year.  I definitely like going against great 
competition because it makes everybody better.  It‟s definitely a team game and the initial plan is 

to definitely win.  I‟m just going to do whatever I can to the best of my ability to do that.”   
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Deciding to go to the NFL… 
“There are so many pros and cons.  This year they don‟t even know if there‟s going to be NFL 

next year, if there‟s a lockout we‟ll take that into consideration.  This is the best receiving class 
in a decade.  I‟ve been hearing from different people that it‟s such a great receiving class with 

Julio Jones, AJ Green, the guy at Notre Dame, there‟s a guy at Pittsburgh, you can just go on and 
on about big receivers coming out this year.  I definitely like competition and definitely feel I can 

rise to the occasion.  At the same time, you could also look at it the other way.  Leaving early has 
advantages, injury comes into play, but I never go into games thinking about injury.”    

 

RB CYRUS GRAY 
 

A&M offense… 

“Our offense has been so great.  We have different guys that can make different plays and we 
have two sets at each position that can do great.  That‟s our main thing, being able to get depth 

behind positions.  It‟s been great for us.  I know we have  a lot of young guys that are going to 
continue to produce in the future.” 

 

Different looks on offense… 

“Our main thing is getting in space and trying to out-tempo guys.  Coach Sherman and his staff 
has done very well with that, it‟s been working for us and I believe it‟s going to work for us in 

the future.  There are a lot of different sets and we‟re just trying to get the ball in the playmakers‟ 
hands.”   

 

A&M’s running game… 

“Our offense is great and our running game is really the heart of our offense.  We have to be able 
to get things started with the running game and open up the pass.  I think our offensive running 

style is a little of both.  We can pound the ball and you can get on the outside and the guys can 
catch the ball.” 

 

A&M’s wide receivers… 

“You got so many great guys that have been able to make plays.  You have Jeff Fuller, Ryan 
Swope—those guys are really the key guys of our passing game and they‟ve been able to make 

plays, get open and make plays after the catch.”   
 

LSU defense… 
“They‟re a great team with great speed.  They have great length up front and their secondary is 

pretty good also.  They‟re all-around a good defense.  We‟re going to have to do what we do 
best.”     
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WR RYAN SWOPE 
 

Tannehill playing quarterback…  

“Playing that wide receiver position for two years helps him have a feel for it.”  
 

Affect a Cotton Bowl Classic win will have on the A&M football program… 
“It would help tremendously to get this win.  We have such a great group of guys this year.  This 

team is real hungry, we‟re real determined to go in Friday night and get the victory.  It will help 
us tremendously with our confidence for next year and going into next season to get that „W.‟  

This team, I can tell you right now, is a hungry team and we want to win for the seniors, we want 
to do it for those guys.  It‟s going to mean a lot to us.  If we win, it will definitely project a 

ranking for next year, that‟s why it‟s such an important game, it carries over to next season.”   
 

Health… 
“I practiced.  Today I got some good reps.  I didn‟t go with ones-on-ones full-speed, there‟s not 

need to tweak it again or stress it.  I would say, I felt like 100 percent out there.  I had no pain in 
my foot, they just don‟t want to stress it and re-injure it.  I came down on my foot and had a 

sprain in my foot.  They took x-rays and saw the sprain and it‟s just a matter of healing it.  
We‟ve had this same sprain with three different guys, you just can‟t come back on it too soon.”   

 

Playing through injury… 

“I‟ve played through thigh bruises and other things, but not a foot sprain.”   
 

Excitement around playing in the Cotton Bowl Classic… 
“It‟s going to be a fun game on Friday, I‟m really looking forward to it.  There‟s a lot of hype in 

the air right now.  We‟re looking forward to it, it‟s going to be exciting, and we want to win for 
the seniors, that‟s our main priority.  The atmosphere is going to be incredible with Aggie fans 

and LSU fans to play in Cowboys Stadium, it‟s a privilege.”   
 

Preparation for the game… 
“I‟ve been getting my rehab and icing [my foot] and doing as much as I can in practice, not 

overdoing things, just resting it.”  
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QB RYAN TANNEHILL 
 

Playing at Cowboys Stadium… 

“It‟s such a huge stadium; there are so many parts to it.  If you‟re not used to it, it‟s tough to find 
the ball in that place.  Receivers will have a tough time trying to adjust to the deep balls without 

losing it in the stands and the lights.  It‟s just a different setting than you normally play in.   I 
think it‟s good that we‟ve played in there before.  To come back for a second or third time, it 

gives us a baseline we‟ve already seen.  It will help us out, I think.” 
 

On having several different roles…  
“I just try to do what I can.  Whatever position Coach Mike Sherman puts me in, I‟m just going 

to try and do it to the best of my ability.  If it‟s punting a pooch punt here, holding a field goal, 
hands team, whatever it is, I just want to win the game.  Whatever I need to do, I‟ll do that.”   

 

Being named starting quarterback… 

“It was after the Kansas game, I had gotten some time in that game.  Coach Sherman called me 
to his office the next Monday and said I‟m going to get the start this game.  First, I was super-

thankful for the opportunity.  I thank God and Coach Sherman for the opportunity.  Then second, 
I was excited, tons of emotion and excitement came over me.  This is the opportunity I‟ve been 

waiting for; it‟s on my shoulders to seize it.  I just had to take advantage of it.  I just tried to 
prepare to the best of my ability and get ready for the game.” 

 

Any sign of defenses adjusting to his play since his first start… 

“I think defenses do what they do.  They might change a few things here and there depending on 
what team they‟re playing and how the quarterback plays, but I think for the most part, defenses 

do what they‟re good at and we just have to adjust to that.”  
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LSU ENGAGES IN SECOND COWBOYS STADIUM PRACTICE 

 
ARLINGTON, Texas -- Under the perfect conditions of an enclosed Cowboys Stadium, the 11th-ranked LSU 
Tigers engaged in a second spirited practice in shorts and light pads for the 75th AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic. 

 
LSU continued its preparation for its Jan. 7 date with No. 17 Texas A&M (9-3, 6-3 Big 12) with a two-hour 

workout session in shorts and light pads. The Tigers spent time in on small group instruction and game-
situations with its first-team units on offense and defense, piping in crowd noise at times to simulate live game 

atmosphere. 
 

“Our guys like to practice,” said head coach Les Miles. “This is a beautiful facility to play, to practice in. So 
when our guys come in here, they get fired up and frankly they are looking forward to playing in this game. I 

can’t imagine there is a finer facility in the world to play in. I think this will be a BCS bowl game here pretty 
quick.” 

 
Though the Tigers have not seen Texas A&M on the gridiron in 15 years, the two programs have a long history 

that dates back all the way back to a first meeting in 1889. The two teams are meeting for the 50th time in the 
2011 edition of the Classic with LSU holding a 26-20-3 series advantage. The series is tied 3-3-1 when the 

teams have met on a neutral field with the Tigers winning the last neutral-site meeting, a 19-14 victory in the 
1994 Orange Bowl in Miami, Fla. 

 
“We have to move the football against (Texas A&M); they are a very stingy defense in my opinion. We have to 

throw it efficiently and run it well,” said Miles. “In their offense, they can throw and catch and have a very fine 
tailback. Our defensive front must handle their offensive line. In that happens, they will be a piece of (our 

success in the game).” 
  

The Tigers will experience another AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic favorite Monday night with a trip to Lawry’s 
The Prime Rib in Addison, Texas, for time-honored tradition of the Lawry’s Beef Bowl. After an evening of 

enjoying some prime Texas beef, the Tigers will be back on the practice field Tuesday afternoon for their third-
straight practice on the Cowboys Stadium turf. Practice is closed to the media and public.  

 
Observing 75 years of college football tradition, the AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic moves into primetime under 

the lights on Friday, Jan. 7. Airtime on FOX Sports is 7:00 p.m., with kickoff slated for 7:27 p.m. FOX Sports 

will have a blanket coverage of the broadcast with Kenny Albert and former Dallas Cowboy fullback Daryl 
Johnston calling the action from the booth, Charles Davis and John Lynch reporting from the sidelines, the 

legendary Pat Summerall serving in a new role as the Classic's essayist and Chris Rose hosting the telecast from 
the sidelines. Providing insight from an officiating perspective will be Mike Pereira, the former vice president 

of officiating for the NFL.  
 

For the 19th consecutive year, the Classic will be heard around the world on the Westwood One Radio 

Network. Describing the action for Westwood One will be Brad Sham, the “Voice of the Dallas Cowboys,” and 
former UCLA head coach Terry Donahue. 

 

-- 75th AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic --  




